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> Does Ford 'D' Series stand 
for 'dirty'? After time with 
BRS Parcels, Roadline and C 
W Mitchie, Bob moved on 
to BRS Truck Rental. As well 
as delivering and collecting 
vehicles, this involved a lot of 
administration work - and, of 
course, cleaning vehicles which 
were returned in this sort of 
state, before they could go out 
to another customer. 
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Refrigerated 


< A non-HGV fridge van 
was always a popular 
vehicle for a rental fleet, 
both for spot hire and 
as back-up to cover for 
contracts. 



A The latter part of Bob's carrer was spent driving Mercedes lorries, like this long wheelbase 814, delivering for John Bell Pipeline Equipment. It might look 
modern to us, but this vehicle was new nearly 25 years ago... 
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INTRODUCTION 


Vintage Roadscene reader, Bob Stroud, has sent us a account of 
his career in road transport, delivering goods around Aberdeen, 
along with many pictures which he took along the way. 


Contents 

8 - BRS PARCELS - starting as a 
clerk then driving delivery vans and 
lorries. 

37 - PARCELS TO PUMICE -a 

move to C W Mitchie, driving 
tippers. 

40 - BACK TO PARCELS 

- now it's Roadline 

42 - PARCELS TO PAPER -BRS 

Truck Rental, pulp deliveries and 
office paperwork. 

54- MICHELIN - a move to a 
customer and tyre delivery. 

55 - POLISH - Bob becomes 

'Mr Sheen', driving for Reckitt & 
Colman. 

68 - P & O - taken over by P & O 

Distribution - it's all change, or is it? 

84 - MARKING TIME -working 

for a Ford dealership. 

85 - MULTI-MOTORS TO 

MULTI-PARCELS -home 

deliveries for Business Express 

86 - PARCELS TO PIPES - Bob 

changes to deliveries for John Bell 
Pipeline Equipment. 


B ob Stroud worked for BRS Parcels 
and other parts of British Road 
Services during a large part of his 
working life, so in this 70th Anniversary year 
of the setting up of BRS under the British 
Transport Commission in 1948, it seemed 
fitting to publish his memoirs in his own 
words - and pictures... 

A lot of readers will identify with his 
comments on many aspects of the job, 
whether he's talking about the vehicles, their 
performance, how easy they were to drive 
or to load and unload, his relationship with 
management and getting the job done, the 
road conditions and traffic, and so on. 

A lot has changed over the last 50 years 
or so in the world of transport, in terms of 
the vehicles, regulations and operations, 
although at the same time, a lot has also 
stayed the same. As he explains in these 
pages, during most of that time, Bob was 
behind the wheel, getting the job done, 
delivering various different commodities, 
around the North-east of Scotland. 

As he recounts, his boyhood dreams of 
lorry driving, looking over the school wall 
at the BRS Parcels depot, were soon to be 
fulfilled and he went on to work for a number 


of different companies during his working 
life, delivering a whole range of goods and 
driving all sorts of commercial vehicles. 

We can read about the good times and 
the not so good, as well as recalling all sorts 
of vehicles, thanks to the pictures here. 
These are not all top quality, professionally- 
taken shots, but rather personal snapshots, 
to record the many memories, which 
otherwise can so easily fade over time. They 
have an immediacy about them, capturing 
workaday scenes of vehicles as they go 
about their business, which brings to life 
transport operations, in a way that posed 
shots of newly-delivered or specially-cleaned 
lorries never succeed. 

We should be grateful that Bob, and 
others like him, took a camera with him, to 
record the different vehicles and aspects 
of the transport business and his daily life. 
Many of us have similar stories to tell, but 
it takes a lot of time and effort to sit down 
and remember the details and put them 
together, as well as sorting out all those 
pictures. There is even a charitable aspect 
here, as Bob has asked for his share of the 
proceeds to benefit his local church. 

So let's enjoy all these pictures and what 


Of course there were BMC 'Noddy' 
■ vans in the fleet of BRS Parcels 
Aberdeen branch, but there were 
always other types, sometimes used 
for specific jobs, including a number 
of Bedford TK box vans, like this 
example, dating from 1966. 
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Bob has to say about them all, while we 
remember similar lorries which we worked 
with or observed over the years. BRS Parcels 
might be long gone, but its spirit surely lives 
on within today's successor organisations, 
delivering goods to factories, retailers and 
individual customers. Remember that old 
Commercial Motor catch phrase: 'If you've 
got it, a truck brought it' - it's as true today 
as it ever was. 

In past issues of the Road Haulage 
Archive series, we've looked at vehicle 
manufacturers, bodywork and what the 
vehicles were used for, transport operators 
large and small, special operations, like 
municipal, tankers, tippers, heavy haulage, 
fairground, circus and more. This time, we're 
focused on the most everyday transport 
sector, delivery vehicles, the job they do and 
the people who make it happen... 

Background 

Bob writes: being an avid reader of four 
vintage and classic magazines a month, plus 
this excellent series of bookazines, I had for 
some time argued with myself regarding 
attempting to set down in print and photos 
my story of a working life in transport. 

The Road Haulage Archive issue 'A Life 


Bob did not take many pictures of the C W Mitchie vehicles while he worked for the company, 
but here is part of the fleet, which was used on a variety of tipping work. 




with Lorries', about Neil Johnston's family 
livestock and haulage company, only served 
to encourage this idea, but who would 
want to read of a transport career served in 
Aberdeen? 

As I considered this, I came to the 
conclusion that as most of my employment 
was spent with national companies, 
employing thousands of people, there might 
just be an audience out there for such a 
magazine. I further convinced myself that as 
Vintage Roadscene had already published 
my BRS Parcels story over two months, away 
back in Volume 11, Nos 43 and 44 in 1995, 
and again made mention of it in the July 
2016 200th Anniversary issue, plus I had 
letter of the month in another magazine, 
perhaps I did have something to say which 
would be of interest to others. So if you are 
reading this now, my assumptions must have 
correct and I hope you enjoy this. 

Like so many others who go on to serve 
a working life with lorries, I was influenced 
at an early age, not by a father who was in 
transport, but by a whole lot of other lucky 
circumstances. I can't definitely put these 
in chronological order, but you will see a 
common thread develop. Things like my 
Uncle Peter bringing me 'Commercial Motor' 
at an age which would be thought far too 
young, yet I saved and treasured them; my 
aunt taking me to the park through a street 
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given over to many Co-op vehicles; my Uncle 
Adam taking me out for the day in a Thames 
Trader 4D artic coal lorry and bringing me a 
model garage for my Dinky Toys collection; 
my Uncle Bill taking me out in his Austin J 
Hydro Electric Company van, then later a CA 
Bedford and an Austin A35. 

I recall summer holidays spent with my 
two cousins and how my Uncle Alex would 
give us a run to the end of the street after 
his lunch, this time in a Charles Alexander 
Seddon or Albion tractor unit. I have fond 
memories of waiting for him to end work at 
the Rodgers Walk repair depot. I would sit 
in his Triumph Herald and watch the motors 
come and go. 

On one occasion he agreed to swap 
tables with another of my relatives and, of all 
vehicles, he turned up in a Leyland Octopus 
- a sledge-hammer to crack a nut, but boy, 
was I pleased to go out with him. He was a 
big influence to me lorry-wise. Birthday and 
Christmas gifts, you guessed it, Dinky lorries. 
Chats when he visited, I still laugh at my 
stupidity, when one day I told him I'd seen a 
new 'Erf', not an ERF - He never corrected 

r V J T W v 7tl p 




A After Bob moved to Reckitt & Colman, he was given this new Leyland Clydesdale with Boalloy 
Tautliner body in 'Mr Sheen' livery. 


A A BRS Truck Rental Ford Cargo box van, which 
Bob delivered to the local Michelin distribution 
depot, which led him to starting there as a driver 
soon afterwards. 


I didn't particularly like or do well at 
school but, at playtime, I could be found 
looking out through the prison bars, onto 
the main Aberdeen/Inverness road, at all 
the commercials - Clark, the carrier across 
the road; J G Barracks' lovely green and 
red Guy, AEC and Albions; Munro's yellow 
AECs; Charlies' dark blue, with a red band 
on the door; and very often my uncle Harry 
would pass in his GPO Telephones Morris- 
Commercial. 

I hated sport at school, but even this 
could work for me. When we went to Nelson 
Street playing fields, I would end up at the 
boundary line, and if I looked over the wall 
I had an excellent view of the BRS Parcels 
depot and the fleet of mostly Austin rigids 
and artics coming and going. Little did I 
realise that I would end up working there as 
my first job. 

I left school at 16, with just four 'O' levels 
in English, Arithmetic, Art and Woodwork; 
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< When P & O 



Distribution took 
over the Reckitt & 
Colman contract 
alongside Coca 
Cola-Schweppes, 
the driver's were 
given Mercedes- 
Benz curtain-siders 
in P & O livery. 


Y While at working 
P&O, Bob was able 
to observe the 
connings and goings 
on the ferries to the 
islands, including 
sheep carried 
by Thomson of 
Sauchen vehicles. 


not very promising. I tried for the police 
cadets, but my lack of height at that age and 
a funnel chest meant that was a non-starter. 
Though I had been in the Army Cadets, I 
went to RAF Stafford for entrance exams and 
they reckoned I should sign up as a clerk. 

No way did I want that. Boring. Little did I 
know... 

I had left school for the summer holidays 
and it was now September and still no 
job, except working in the newspaper 
shop I'd delivered papers for since I was 
13. Suddenly, I was in luck, but with two 
interviews at the same time. G T Fraser, a 
well-known Aberdeen fish haulage company 
wanted a traffic clerk, but so did (of all firms) 
BRS Parcels. Yes, I know, a clerk! 

I really fancied BRS more, so I went to the 
interview and, after they spoke to my shop 
boss, I was told to start on 18 September 
1967.* 


A Bob finished his driving career at the wheel of this Mercedes-Benz Atego 1222, with its wrap of the 
John Bell Pipelines livery over the plain grey colour, which caused him problems with the police... 
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BRS Parcels 



No longer looking over the wall into the BRS yard, but I've arrived. I'm actually here, 
among the various makes and types of vehicle. Wow! Only someone who loves 
lorries could possibly hope to understand how I felt. The fleet list I was given on 
starting as a clerk was like a prize to me - all the details I could wish for. And to go 
out into the yard and see them was even better. Here we have Austin 'Noddy' van, 
fleet no 24SC379, the Peterhead carrier, an Albion LAD drop-side for Elgin depot, 
an Austin FF artic unit, and 159 which was one of only two FEs in our fleet. The car is 
the manager's 1968 Austin 1300. 


M y first job concerned vehicle 

statistics, which suited me down 
to the ground. I was given a list of 
the 38 vehicles at the depot. This contained 
fleet numbers, registration numbers, 
tonnage, etc. I had to keep a weekly log of 
the vehicles' availability (working, garage, 
idle), the fuel and oil used, and work out the 
miles per gallon for each motor, so that the 
workshops at Pittodrie Lane could spot any 
problems. I loved anything connected with 
vehicles, but didn't enjoy going through 
hundreds of shipping charges on the Orkney 
ferry accounts. 

When I was up to date with my own work, 

I used to go through to the warehouse 
and help make up orders of Quaker Oats, 
Typhoo Tea and Creda cookers. And so 
it was I learned to drive the fork-lift. I was 


also allowed to shunt vehicles in the yard to 
load them. I was in heaven. At 19, I was put 
in charge of the warehouse, when Jackie 
Bonner left to drive a brand new Ergomatic 
Leyland Comet for Tartan Arrow. 


A This Austin-badged J4 van, BSX 649C (West Lothian, 1965), fleet no 24SC282 was the deputy manager's 
(or perhaps depot superintendent or supervisor) and always looked clean like this. I passed my driving test in 
the morning and, by afternoon, Jack Low had sent me out on the town with this van, something I would get to 
do often in the future. Jobs were to the bank to collect wages, to drivers' homes with a note to do a different 
night trunk job, or to deliver wage packets to anyone off sick. 









< Three years after I started in the office I finally 
had the desire of my heart. I was to be a collection 
and delivery (C&D) driver. My take-home pay went 
from around £6 to £11 in the first week, thanks to 
overtime. This was my first regular van, but the 
driver in the photo is Albert Webster. Austin LD, FSX 
78E (West Lothian, 1967), fleet no 24SC369, would 
have another two drivers before passing to me. The 
day before I was to go on holiday, they were short 
of drivers and, as 369 was available and would be 
mine after my holiday, I asked if I could help out and 
start a day early. I was allowed to do this, but it was 
a big mistake, as I couldn't wait to get back to work 
on mv van. This ruined mv holidav. 


Y After learning the job, I had even more good luck as my next regular 
motor was fleet no 343. Though a year older than my LD30, the 1966 
Bedford TK dropside with a canopy, DSX 998D, was in far better condition. 
I think I was its fourth driver, but everyone before me had really looked 
after it. Jock McCallum was the first and he was on the 'Quay run' (one 
third of Aberdeen, mostly around the harbour and south end, thus the 
name). He especially always looked after his vehicles, and had a fair 
collection of ROSPA badges for good driving. I too would go on to the 
Quay run for a time, but also continued to be relief on the O/Bs, though 
using the Bedford rather than the Noddy. 


I had passed my driving test at 17 and on 
that day was sent out with the Austin J4 van 
on several jobs. I loved it. I was also in the 
habit of going out second man on Saturday 
mornings with any driver happy to take 
me. This could include 4 am to Inverness, 

5 am to Elgin, or 7 am local collection 
and delivery work or, if nothing else was 
available, up and down to British Railways, 
for BD Containers or Freightliner. 

I would also do night trunk runs when my 
day pals were covering, which could mean 
Monday to Thursday runs from Aberdeen to 
Montrose at 7 pm, with the same on Friday 
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A After a spell on 369 I was fortunate to be allowed a two week spell 
of holiday relief on what was called the 'O/Bs' run ('out boundaries' 

-- areas around Aberdeen). The big deal was, I was allowed to drive a 
lorry, albeit a small one, our only 3-ton Austin Noddy, CSX 741C, fleet 
no 325. Actually, truth be told, I was not really old enough, as the van 
was a couple of hundredweight over the 3 ton unladen legal weight 
(remember hundredweights?). This van was best starting in second 
gear as, when first was used, it would visibly jump off the ground, so 
fierce was the clutch. The driver here is the regular O/Bs driver, John 
Caie, who later went onto the loading bank as a checker. 


V This is me lost on O/Bs at the back of Dyce airport, looking for a 
cottage. I got so far into a track, there was no going back. This is where 
I turned into a field, aiming for a farm. I got stuck and a young farm lad 
came up and towed me free. I gave him ten bob as thanks and just then 
his parents arrived and were not too pleased with him. 
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but followed by Aberdeen to Dundee. The 
one I liked was Aberdeen to Edinburgh. 

As you can see, driving lorries was what I 
needed to do so, when I was 19, I asked to 
be put on as a driver. Instead, I was sent to 
the London headquarters, for interview to 
go on a management cadet course. I was 
told to go to night classes and re-apply 
next year. I didn't want that and spoke to 
my uncle at Charles Alexander, and to the 
husband of a clerkess at BRS who spoke up 
for me. I went to the interview at Charlie's 
and was given a job on a Leyland 2 ton 
(Doodlebug), but at the interview, I was told: 
"If I catch you speeding down this street I'll 
boot your **** for you". Not the BRS way of 
management... 

I went back to BRS and asked my boss, 
Gerald Abel, if I could have the next driving 
job, otherwise I would take the job at 
Charlie's. He promised that when a small 
van was available I could go on driving 
rather than have me leave the company. My 
biggest regret was letting down those who 
had spoken up for me at Charlie's. 

Thus I reached a turning point in my 
career. Many would think this a retrograde 
step, but it was truly all that I wanted. I was 



A Break time on the way to Methlick on O/Bs relief. O/Bs had greatly expanded to Inverurie, 

Oldmeldrum, Tarves, Udny, Pitmedden, Kemnay and Kintore. This motor was supposed to be legal for me 
as I was under 21. Later when the rules changed to 7.5 tons gross, from 3 tons unladen, for non-HGVs, the 
canopy was taken off and it was used as a dropside for the fist time. 



A When I was barely 21, I was sent out to learn on the artics. The HGV 
licence was very new and, instead of going to school as they do nowadays, 
we just learned on the job. This meant I was out with a senior driver, Jimmy 
Green, and as there were two of us ,we tended to be given more to deliver 
- around 75 deliveries over a third of the city. I was lucky, because Jimmy 
knew the trainer at Charles Alexander's and borrowed a manual for me to 
read. Come test day, sadly, I failed. The constant mesh box of the Albion 
Chieftain didn't help. I crunched a few as I was asked to stop and start off 
a very steep hill. Soon after, I re-sat in a Bedford TK and passed. Here I 
am with 24SC475, LSX 37H, a 1970 Scammell coupling-equipped TK artic, 
my latest charge. Notice the long hair, moustache (to look old enough to 
drive), flairs, desert boots, and BRS donkey jacket. But I thought I was the 
bees knees. On the way to Elgin depot, taking a break at Keith. The load 
is actually higher than the two other van artics I travelled with, but was not 
heavy as it was mostly empty coffins. 


V After a while on artics, the O/Bs run became vacant, so I asked to 
go on and was given a newer (1971) Austin FG, which was allocated 
to the run. I ended up staying on this run for two years and 24SC537 
was a very reliable motor, as were most BRS Parcels vehicles. The 
only time I had a problem was when the rod from the clutch pedal 
snapped. The only disadvantage from my point of view was that, to 
get the best position for gear changing (stick slightly behind), I liked 
to sit with my seat screwed up a bit. In time this led to a stiff neck, 
trying to see out of the low windscreen. 
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BR8 PARCELS LTD 


Left and below: One day the boss called me in and asked 
if I'd like a Leyland Terrier to replace my FG, a brand new 
one, and first of the type for us. I was sent to our depot 
at Dixons Blazes, Glasgow, to collect it. By now, we were 
into a new more modern livery with new "wheel in parcel" 
badge, my favourite parcels livery. This is on the journey 
home, on trade-plates, 101 RS (Aberdeen). The roller door 
to the floor was again unusual as normal BRS habit was for 
a hinged tailboard. The West Lothian 'SX' number plates 
were now gone as we no longer collected vans from 
Linlithgow. 


< My intention was to make a photographic fleet list, every fleet 
number of all 38 vehicles. I got off to a good start however cost, 
colour, and the loss of 26 damaged photos has sadly made this 
impossible. However many of my photographs survived. This 
was our slave tractor when I started, the first I was able to shunt 
in the yard. The 1956 Austin FE, ASX 898, fleet no 24SC61, with 
its Scammell coupling, is seen here with T24SC427, the next 
generation of van trailer for local work, a big improvement on the 
older ones. 

V This Albion Chieftain, 24SC123 was one of two we had, the 
other being 122, fitted with a with canopy frame, stationed at 
Inverness depot. At the wheel is Fobie Jaffrey, one of the drivers 
who ran to Elgin depot and swapped over Albions. I believe 
this is a Homalloy cab, instead of the more usual LAD cab. BRS 
Haulage also ran these. 


given 24SC369, FSX 78E, an Austin LD30, 
as my first van, the first of many vehicles 
I would drive. Over the earlier years at 
'the Parcels', I attempted to build up a 
photographic fleet list of every motor in 
service but, sadly, I've lost some in passing. 

Colour photography came in and was 
expensive, and on one occasion I loaned 
my album to a fellow driver, to show his 
grandchildren, and lost around twenty 
photos, thanks to sticky fingers. But sit back 
and enjoy a look back at what it was like 
back then. Meet you in the next part when I 
move on."I* 
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> Not a great photo, taken in the late afternoon, with a very 
ordinary camera. An LAD-cabbed Albion, 24SC150, loaded 
for Elgin, unusually being collected by an Elgin driver. It has a 
chrome bumper, as this lorry was displayed at the Kelvin Hall 
Commercial Vehicle Show when new. 


< One of four sister dropsides, 24SC151, used to 
run Elgin depot (a 5am start for Aberdeen drivers). 
Open lorries were needed on this run, for the 
collection of hides and tallow from abattoirs, for 
same-day delivery in Aberdeen. The lorries had to 
be washed out after each trip. Before loading, tar 
paper was rolled out along the floor of the body. 


V Another Albion, 24SC152, for the Elgin run. 

I always felt sorry for Elgin depot men on these 
lorries every day, as it couldn't be easy doing multi¬ 
drop work from these open motors. 






















A This Albion, 25SC153, had the Elgin Parcels name on the dropsides. Aberdeen was responsible for both Elgin and Inverness depots, so they also had 24 and 
25 fleet numbers. 



< The only Austin FE rigid at Aberdeen, ESX 618, 
new in 1960. Notice its unusual 17SC159 number, 
as it was ex-Glasgow and the number was never 
changed. This also has extra window in front panel, 
a BRS feature. When this one was disposed of I was 
lucky enough to be given a turn on the way south 
to Linlithgow, my one and only chance to do this. 

I was also given a turn on the new Austin FG van 
coming north. No 159 was odd because at the rear 
was a tailboard, but with two hinged doors like a 
trunk trailer rather than a roller shutter. 


> The oldest Noddy on the fleet at Aberdeen, HSX 
952, feet no 24SC195, of 1962. There were three types 
in the depot, one small 3 ton four cylinder, which was 
noisier than six; some 5-tonners with wheel arches in 
the van; and the largest with a flat floor and bigger 
van body. I preferred the mid-size, as it was easier to 
climb into and better on the road. 
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A An Austin FF artic, JSX 853, fleet no 24SC213, new in 1963, as usual with a Scammell coupling, with another in the background. My pal Sandy Thomson drove 
this one, and here he is returning a box to me when I was still working in the warehouse. Notice there is no headboard on the older flat trailer. Sandy came to us 
from the general haulage depot at Dunstable. 



A No 214, with a trunk box van trailer, and another mate, Alex 
Black, who is now in Australia and partly responsible for me 
writing this. He recently asked for the story of my working life 
and, as he didn't tire of my stories, I thought I'd expand them for 
this 'bookazine'. Thanks Alex. This unit became a slave when 61 
went. This motor was usually driven by Harry Ingram, a driver with 
whom I did many trips, especially to Linlithgow. 


> This is my pal Alex Black's normal motor, Austin FF, JSX 860, 
fleet no 220. It's coupled to a Freightliner collection trailer, 
T24SC460. Notice the bollards onto which the box is lowered, 
then threaded clamps were used to anchor it. Later trailers would 
come with twist locks at each corner. No 343, which was later my 
motor, can be seen to the left. 
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A This Austin FE unit, JSX 861, fleet no 24SC221, was still running on the 
Edinburgh trunk each night when I started at BRS. Its day driver was the drivers' 
representative, Bill Paine, who lived in the street next to the depot. To the rear, 
the Austin FE, no 159, can be seen with rear doors tied back, as well as one 
of our first two Bedford TK units, which had Leyland engines and very short 
stubby gear stick. 


A A very unusual motor this, originally issued to Glasgow, but we did a swap, 
giving them 24SC277, a Noddy van, in return. Andy Bain had this artic while 
covering local runs. It then stayed at Inverness for a spell and finished its time 
as the next Aberdeen slave. I've only seen photos of one other in Dundee. It 
was only designed to carry 8 tons instead of the more usual 10 tons. It had 
the same engine and four-speed box as a rigid version. This photo was taken 
by me when 240 was in daily use, and appeared in a magazine article I wrote 
some time ago. This is probably where the person got it, who posted it on the 
Internet with a claim he had taken it. I am happy to share my photos but take 
exception to plagiarism. 



A A canopy - why not a van? Notice the fleet no 
on the sheet. This was our Banff run driver, Dod 
Gauld, one of two who did the run alternate weeks, 
in the classic reversing pose. Dod was probably the 
oldest driver in the depot but could keep up with 
anyone because of his experience and knowledge. 


> This 1964 Austin FG, with the 'snout' to clear the 
six cylinder engine, 24SC249, sister to 247, with Banff 
driver, Dod Baxter. Dod alternated between one week 
on the Banff run and one week on returns around all 
of Aberdeen - delivering goods that it had not been 
possible to deliver the day before. These went out 
again with pink delivery notes to draw attention to 
them. 










A Another FG dropside, 24SC 254, seen on the Heinz contract. Goods were collected at the Heinz warehouse, in Virginia Street, and delivered direct to shops all 
around Aberdeen. The driver is Harry Mutch, who sadly died at a very young age, a really nice guy. Tammy Maitland later spent some time on this job. 



A A 1964 Noddy, ASX 902B, 24SC276, at the pump on return from the Montrose run, one of only a couple of places where you could meet a driver from another 
depot, as Dundee also had a run which ended at Montrose. Ronnie Ross is having a stretch in the cab after the drive home. He invited me on a run several times 
but, sadly, I never got around to it. The manager's Vauxhall Viva Mk 2 can be seen outside the office. 



















A This is CSX 355C, fleet no 25SC291, new in 1965, our first Bedford TK unit. This ran on the Dundee 
trunk with Eddie Mearns, and during the day, driver Eddie Duncan who is in the cab. The trailer is one 
of the early vans, T24SC281, which is well past its best. The shed at the back is the checker and drivers' 
bothy, behind that (unseen) is the wall I had looked over as a kid, never realising I'd end up working there. 
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A This larger Noddy, CSX 348C, no 24SC303, often 
spent time in Elgin, probably driven there at 5 am 
by young Bobby Jack (or on log sheet R Jack 2). 


> Another Bedford TK, CSX 354C, no 25SC292, 
piloted by Billy Jack on the Inverness run (started 
at 4 am). In the early days, he would have tipped 
at Highland Haulage or MacBraynes depots, but 
latterly he would go to National Carriers Ltd (NCL). 
On a Saturday, I would go on an extra Inverness 
run with our local lads and we always preferred a 
TK to an Austin FF. 


V We always had Noddy vans at Aberdeen, but 
not fleets of them, like some English depots. This 
is one of the larger ones, no 24SC295. If memory 
serves me, I think it could be the Deeside carrier, 
driven by Frank Gordon, who lived away up 
Deeside and called into Aberdeen for his load 
then delivered all the way home. He featured in 
a BRS brochure, because the snow was often so 
bad on his run. He was shown with his Noddy, 
package in hand, walking to a cottage. Nothing 
to see but snow, not even road. 
















A This is Austin LD30 van, CSX 360C, no 307, which was the workshop run-around, sometimes driven by Reg from the office at Pittodrie Lane workshops. He 
would collect my sheet of fuel consumption figures and check to see if any were changing too much, or too much oil was used. George Cassie was in charge at 
the garage, where they worked on any NFC vehicle (National Freight Corporation), Parcels, Haulage, Pickfords and so on. 



_ 


A One of our infamous trio of three-wheeled Scammell Scarab 6-ton units, 
24SC313. This one has just returned from a local delivery run and the driver 
has gone to the office porch and reported at a sliding window of the traffic 
dept, returning his signed notes to either Johnny, Bill, Harry, Ronnie or Allan. 



Y Scarab 6-tonner no CSX 740C, no 314, waiting for a vacant space on 
the loading bank with trailer T24SC248. The drivers changed so much 
on these that I don't know who had which, only that the motors were 
not at all popular. Indeed, the Austin tractors, which were four years 
older, were kept when due to go and the Scarabs went instead. The 
Austins soldiered on reliably until the three-wheelers would have been 
due to go. 



< The third Scammell Scarab, no 315, with staff cars, including a Renault 
Dauphine, Morris Minor Traveller, Ford Anglia 100E, Ford Consul Classic and 
Capri - a little unusual, even then - outside my warehouse. At night, open 
drop-sides and tractor units would be garaged in it, and I'd often get to move 
them before it was legal for me to drive on the road. 


















L 



A Here is 328, DSX 86D a 1966 7 ton TKfor the run to 
Inverness. Bobby Jack Senior would be the driver. He is just 
back in and allowed to finish at 2.30 pm, as he started at 4 am. 
Jackie Bonner's Imp is parked on the left. He was in charge 
of the warehouse at the time and would later leave to drive a 
lovely new 16 ton Ergo cab Leyland Comet for Tartan Arrow. I 
would wash the Imp on a Saturday and he would let me use it 
to collect my Mum from work. 



A Here is DSX 87D, no 329, which was not a very tidy motor, inside or out. It 
was never washed or swept out, sadly. It was on the Huntly/Keith carrier run. 
We had a small team ,who came in on an extra Saturday rota, just to wash 
motors, but we all stayed away from this one unless told to do it. 


> This was DSX 88D, fleet no 330, the Fraserburgh van, and I covered this run 
for a week. The lorry was lovely outside, while the Bedford's metal dashboard 
was polished to a high shine. Well done Jock Lowson, your motor was a credit 
to you. The pump man is Dod Martin, usually a checker, but on holiday relief 
for Dod Duffus, the regular. 
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< This is the Elgin manager, Alex 
McKay's Austin LD van, down to 
Aberdeen for its MOT prep and test. 
The driver here is Johnny Burnett. 

He would have similar 369 at the 
time, and it would be up in Elgin for 
the week. This happened to me also 
when I had no 369, so I asked if I 
could do the changeover to Elgin and 
was allowed to. Behind can be seen 
24SC240, the FG artic. 


> Fleet no 348 was one of the 
larger Austin VA 'Noddy' vans. The 
tailboard is down, so it must be 
waiting to load for the next day's run 
to Elgin with 'R Jack 2' at the wheel. 

V Bobby Jack Junior's other van, 

ESC 135D, no 349, a large 1966 
Noddy. I just recently noticed after all 
these years the extra badges on the 
bonnet. The bottom one looks like 
BMC drivers club, while the upper 
one looks like a military badge. 
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A This is our one and oniy Austin Fj tractor unit, ESX 502C, no 24SC366. The driver here is Tammy Maitland, but this motor's regular was Andy Robb, i was toid 
it had six engines in its time, but don't know if that is true. It ran mostly to Freightliner through the day, as well as the night trunk to Glasgow. Notice that it has a 
Tasker coupling, not the usual Scammell. I didn't like this type, as the trailer could bounce the unit, being clamped the way it was. 



BRS 

PARCELS SERVICES 


A Here is Fobie Burnett with his recent model Austin Noddy, fleet no 377. 

He drove on the George Street run, one third of the city. He was a lovely 
guy and the first time I met him was when, as a schoolboy, I was walking on 
the Gallowgate near the big Co-op with his nephew, Michael Troup. Michael 
stopped to say hello, and Fobie gave him a sixpence, but also gave me one. 
Little did I know I'd drive for BRS with him. Later on, he would be given no 
482, a new Austin FG van, and later again a Ford D series van, no 654, ex¬ 
rental hired to us. Sadly I don't have pictures of these. 

> This is the Peterhead van, 1967 Austin VA Noddy, FSX 167E, 24SC379, 
driven by Eric Robb. One winter, he didn't manage to get back to the yard 
because of snow. He spent the night at a farm on his run, as did Jock Lowson 
on the Fraserburgh run. They both came in next morning instead. Eric always 
had new jokes to tell and maintained he was told them by prisoners at 
Peterhead prison. 
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< The very first van to arrive new 
after I had started was Noddy 
24SC408. The driver in the photo 
is Bobby Jack 1 (or Senior), but the 
usual driver was Jimmy Green. This is 
the only Noddy I've ever come across 
with a rear roller door all the way to 
the floor. They usually have a hinged 
tailboard. The cab is in summer 
mode - with door pinned open. I 
loved to drive like this, in a J4, LD30 
or Noddy. 



> The first new Bedford TK box van, JSX 179G, 24SC429, to arrive 
in late 1968, had an unusual body, as the side skirts came below the 
chassis top. We only had one like this. This replaced an Inverness 
vehicle. 


Y The first replacement for our faithful, reliable old Albions. 

Bedford TK dropside, KSX 66G, 25SC447, numbered for Elgin, was 
arriving here on a Saturday afternoon with Harry Ingram, on trade- 
plates, 089 RS. I also went to collect it. This was our first motor with 
a steering lock, so we had to read how to work it, as we hadn't seen 
one before. Anyway, all the lorries at King Street sat with the key in 
the ignition in those days, even the loaded ones. Changed times! 

















Petrol Tankers 
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< This was the second Bedford 
dropside to arrive, fleet no 25SC448. 
Both vehicles later had roof platforms 
added, as the weight of several 
tarpaulins sitting on the the roofs 
made them sag. Also you could hit 
your head on the sunken roof panel. 

It took until 1968 to replace 1959 
Albions but that's how it had been in 
those days. 








A This became the new and only Banff replacement for the two 
1964 FG canopy motors 247 and 249, another FG, but a box 
van. I was allowed to drive it on the way home and still have a 
BMC yellow tail plaque, which was not put on to BRS wagons. 
Our only FJ tractor unit is waiting to fuel behind 24SC449, also 
new in 1968. 


< Driver Dougie Coull takes a lunch break on his run at 
Montrose Harbour. His FG van, no 450 waits behind. I went 
with Dougie to pick up his motor on a Saturday. 
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> I'm seen here, having a go in Austin FG van, KSX 
69G on a very long private farm track. 


A My favourite Noddy ever, the first of the wider 
bonnet type. It also had a better steering wheel. But 
study it, please take a good look and notice something 
different from any Noddy I've ever seen (and that's a 
lot of Noddy vans). The grill has a glass fibre front with 
shaped slits cut out to form a nice design. All Noddy 
vans since have had only a large square cut out, backed 
with wire mesh. All the times I've driven this van and 
yet I never noticed it. KSX 566G was registered in 
1969 and I only spotted this about 2014. I've written 
to vintage and model magazines, asking if any ex-BRS 
or Star Bodies staff know if this was unique. Was it too 
expensive to carry on with? Too labour intensive? What 
is the story? Am I the only one to notice - belatedly? I 
really, really want to know...! 



Above left and right: Now I hit a problem, as I no longer have a fleet list of pictures, but rather a selection of random snaps that I was able to capture. This also 
makes it hard on my memory as to what came next, so I'll give some indication of the vehicles arriving in 1970, our best year yet number-wise, but hopefully 
won't become a rivet counter type. One unit went and 464, a new Bedford arrived. All our Albion drop-sides went and were replaced by BMC Lairds (471, 472, 
473 and 474). The only photographs I have are one of the lorries being used on the students' parade made up as a dragon (I got to drive that Saturday evening) 
and LSX 35H, no 474, on the local Bon-Accord parade with Ian Matthew driving. Sorry about the poor pictures but I hope they are better than nothing. 

Next, our Austin FF units went, to be replaced by Bedford TK units 475 and 476. I don't have any pictures of 476, but it was the same as my unit 475. Bedford 
engines, five-speed box with two-speed button, and a 'roo bar' on the front. This was followed by 482, another FG van. This one went to Fobie Burnett and 
again the photograph was lost years ago. Then we got more Bedford units 491, 499 and 557, straight box, no two-speed, no roo bars. We also received several 
new trailers but as is common in transport, I didn't pay much attention to these. My future FG, 537, would arrive next, followed by two middle-sized Noddy vans, 
562 and 563. Bedfords 564 and 565 were 7 ton box vans. Next, 579 and 580 were also Bedford 7 ton box vans. And then there was a big change. When every 
other depot was moving to Leyland Chieftain units with the BMC style cabs, we were given two LAD-cabbed Albion K registrations, 570 and 592. 
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The Inverness trunk vehicle, an LAD- 
cabbed Albion Chieftain 'super Six', 

CGD 314K (Glasgow, December 1971), 
fleet no 570, at home with a local van 
trailer. No 592 was later fitted with 
radiator blinds and a new, better driver's 
seat for the night trunk to Edinburgh, 
although I don't think 570 was. 



V Bedford TK, FGD 550L, fleet no 605, new in August 1972, one of a 
batch which I was told had been bodied by Walls Ice Cream arrived. 
What a body, all aluminium including the roof, with just one light in the 
back and no translucent roof, which was not BRS usual quality at all. It 
went on the Montrose run, and was driven in the Lorry Driver of the 
Year competition by Dougie Coull. 



My least tavourite venicies in tne wnoie fleet were two bigger Noddy vans, 

611 and 612. No 611 in particular had a strange habit of giving you steering 
wobble at 40 mph, which could even be seen by drivers coming towards you. The 
steering wheel shook violently in your hands and the only way to stop it was to 
slow down greatly. This didn't happen every time at 40, so you never knew when 
it would happen. I begin to struggle now with fleet numbers, but I think 627 and 
640 came next. These were two Bedford 7 ton vans. Then the HGV licence had 
a big effect. Suddenly, an HGV Class 3 was needed for a Noddy or FG, so BRS 
found it hard to recruit men. As a result, several hire vans came on the scene, 
from various companies. We got three. Firstly we had a Transit Luton in yellow. I 
had it out one day and it seemed a nice motor. Next, we had a small TK Bedford, 
with a large Luton furniture body, no use for parcel work. It was returned first. 

The last van, which worked out well, was a Ford D Series box van, and when 
it was due off hire, BRS bought, painted and numbered it 654. This was Fobie 
Burnett's last motor before he went off sick. He and second man Jackie Martin 
(for security) used to deliver cigarettes and spirits locally. 
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1: New week, new motor, first day. Me in the seat of the 
first Terrier, KSU 456P (Gasgow, August 1975), fleet no 
24SC677. 


2 : First drop Inverurie, door to door. I prefer a tailboard, as 
if goods move the roller shutter won't open. Those drums 
marked the new floor. 


3 : In Inverurie. I loved the new livery. 

4 : The lorry seen at home for lunch at Bucksburn. 
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Left and below: This small Leyland 
FG four cylinder vehicle was noisy. 
Look at that silly box body, short and 
high, with a stupid little tailboard. 

The load had to go up all the way, as 
there was no length of floor. The fleet 
numbers were 662, 663 and 664. The 
photo shows no 663, GGE 607N 
(Glasgow, October 1974), on the 
O/Bs run in place of my bigger FG. 
Such a difference. 



A Ian Matthew again, seen on a parade with Bedford TK 491. 
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1: We're off to the LDOY in one of the two years we had entries at 
Aberdeen. I'm seen doing the various manouvres in my FG van, NSX 183J, 
fleet no 537 of August 1970. As I passed the announcer he said: "Look at 
the condition of these vehicles. How well turned out they are". Little did 
he know I'd spent the previous weekend polishing the whole lorry after 
first T-cutting the van by standing on a flat trailer. I was later told off by the 
workshop boss for the non-Company colour of my wheel nuts. 

2: Another scene at the LDOY competition, with Bedford TK box van, 
24SC564, with members of the Boys Brigade helping with the marshalling. 

3: LDOY again, with Bedford TK box van, PGA 578M (Glasgow, January 
1974), fleet no 627, I think, with Ian Matthew at the wheel. 

4: Dougie Coull at the LDOY, with Bedford TK artic unit, 24SC557, and a 
platform trailer. 


5: At the LDOY, parked up, having finished the course and waiting for 
scores. Ian Matthew is seen with both Bedfords 499 and 557. 
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> A distant shot from the gates of Gloucester Parcels, 
with a bonneted Austin unit just visible, next to the 
Austin Cambridge car. 


< Just a few photos of BRS Parcels, taken while I was 
on holidays. I don't remember where, but I just had 
to catch this driver with his Noddy van before he got 
away. 


OK, what's going on here? New Bedford TK unit no 674, but lighter green, with no 
fleetnames, and what's that? Green wheel centres - those are not company colours! 
But what does it matter to me? I'm off to a new job at C W Michie soon. 
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tip 


A On holiday in Blackpool, lunch time for BRS boys. 
Look at the plain, no-name Noddy. There is also 
another just visible at the top of the hill. I took a 
photo of that one as well, but it was among the 
damaged prints. 


> An unusual motor for me, a Ford D Series tractor 
unit with a dropside trailer in Lancaster, again just 
caught in time. 

Y In the centre of Lancaster, another unusual one for 
Aberdeen, a Scammell Townsman three-wheeler and 
small van trailer. 
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< At the BRS depot in Lancaster 
where NCL apparently also fuelled 
up, taken from my car. 


Y Two Albion drivers change over. 




A 1: This is a poor photo but had to have it, as two Austin WF vans go past in Cardiff. We never had these in Aberdeen. 

2: While on holiday in a Transit motor caravan, I just caught sight of a Sheffield driver, opening the door of his Leyland Terrier MK I platform lorry, my first 
sighting of both items. 
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A Left: Ho I id ays again, being followed by Trans-Pennine liveried large Noddy van. 

Right: Now for some odd shots at Aberdeen that didn't quite fit in earlier. Austin FG tractor unit, 24SC240, is seen in the yard along with Bedford units, finished 
for the day, with two on the bay unloading. 
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A Eric Robb is back from Peterhead 
with Noddy van no 379, parked 
alongside the Banff FG, with its 
canopy dropside. 


> Before it was due for disposal, 
Noddy van HSX 952, fleet no 195, 
was involved in an accident with a 
timber truck which damaged the 
nearside of the van body. Not a great 
picture but a bit different. 





< Here we are collecting Noddy 
van, fleet no 457 for Aberdeen, 
while FG box van no 22SC454 
waits for a Dundee driver. Andy 
Bain was the driver on that 
Saturday. 
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A Harry Ingram looks smart, getting ready for the drive to Aberdeen with FG box van, KSX 68G - but on trade-plates, 089 RS, fleet no 449. This was so different 
from no 159, the FE box van we had taken down to Linlithgow. All of the FGs had black front wings, except mine, no 537 on which they were green. 



A It was not often we had both Bedfords TK dropsides home together but here they are, with KSX 67G, no 25SC448 in front. One was usually in Elgin. 
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A Goodbye old no 61, you did well. No more 
spitting sparks. 


> Albion dropside, ESX 688, fleet no 24SC150, 
part-loaded for Elgin. 


In the yard at Linlithgow, two FGs are seen at the 
end of their working lives with BRS Parcels, including 
ASX 230B, with its canopy frame exposed, and a 
sister dropside. We sat in the cab of the Pickfords 
AEC Mammoth Major MK V tanker, waiting until after 
lunch, as there was no room in an FG for three men. 
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The normal mixture of vehicles to be seen on a visit to the vehicle supply 
depot at Linlithgow - retired, damaged, and new - with an AEC Mk V and 
a Bedford TK among the trailers. 



A At Linlithgow, old trailers are 
ready for a sale, as well as new 
ones ready for collection, with an 
old 'Noddy' finished, alongside a 
brand new Haulage KM Bedford 
and an AEC Ergo-cabbed tractor 
unit. 


> Look at the variety of units - all 
red BRS haulage vehicles. There's 
an AEC Mandator Mk V, which 
is damaged, an Austin FF, an 
AEC Mefcury and a Bristol. What 
an interesting yard this always 
seemed to be. I also never knew 
what make or model we would 
come home with until I saw it. 
Well, that's all for BRS Parcels... 












Parcels to Pumice 


37 


Parcels to Pumice 



A | was always being warned that working for private enterprise would be harder and more restrictive. I don't know if that was always at the back of my mind 
and stopped me carrying a camera, so that I wouldn't be seen taking pictures during work time. All I know now is that I have very few Michie motors on film. 
Michie still had several motors in the old colours of red and blue as well as the new beige and white. Here is a group of tippers at finishing time. Nearest the 
camera is a modern Seddon Atkinson 400 eight-legger; next was my first lorry, MRS 174G, an Ergo-cabbed Leyland Comet. I loved driving No 21. Next is 
another Sed Atki 400, but a three-axle one, largely hidden is an Albion Clydesdale Ergo two-axle in the old colour scheme, followed by the one and only Leyland 
Reiver six-wheeler, and one of the two Ford D Series three-axle tippers. If memory serves me right, there was also one D series two-axle, one Albion LAD 
Chieftain, two Albion LAD Clydesdales, four Albion Reiver six-wheelers, one Leyland Bison three-axle, one ERF three-axle, one Atkinson Searcher three-axle, 
three Scammell Handyman units, two Atki Borderers, one Atki Defender eight-legger and one Ford Transcontinental. 


W hile I was still at BRS Parcels, one 
of our drivers, Dougie Strachan, 
had left to drive tippers at C W 
Michie, based in Park Road, across from 
Pittodrie football ground, home of Aberdeen 
Football Club. I would see him in an Albion 
Reiver, running pumice to Fyfes at Dyce. 

One night, he took me with him and as we 
chatted about his job, I thought I too would 
like to try going into bigger motors, so he 
put in a word for me. I was told to come and 
see Mr Victor Michie, the son of C W, and 
was given a job. 

The first day, I was so pleased to be given 
a Leyland Comet Ergo-cabbed 16 ton four- 
wheeled tipper. Though it was only a G reg, 
and I had left a P reg to go to Michies, it 
didn't matter to me, as I'd wanted to drive 
one, ever since I'd spent Saturdays out in the 
new F reg Tartan Arrow vehicle as van boy. 


I loved this motor. The down-side was it 
was due its MOT, so I was grounded until it 
was through. Some of the BRS guys said I'd 
be in for a shock, as working for a private 
company would be very different. It really 
wasn't, as long as I looked after my motor 
and did my job: the only difference was we 
had to service our lorries ourselves. 

The rear hubs were taken off by the 
mechanic and I had to pressure wash them, 
then take them inside and leave them to dry 
at the oil burning fire. I went and greased 
No 21, and found the air tanks had lots 
of sludge, so kept on building up air and 
draining it off again till it was gone. After the 
MOT, the mechanic said it had achieved the 
best pressures in a long time. Unfortunately, 
the hubs were on the wrong sides, as I had 
not left them to dry in the same positions he 
would have, so they had to be changed over. 


Oops! 

One day, as Mr Michie came through the 
garage, he took a look at No 21 and said 
to the foreman, Bill Burr, that it was looking 
better than it had in years. I was so pleased 
that he'd even noticed. I was very fortunate 
as, after only a short time there, he would 
send me up to his lime quarry at Boyne 
Bay, Banff, each Friday, with a briefcase 
containing the staff wages. Sometimes I 
returned with limestone, but often empty, a 
great morning's run. 

One day, three of us went to the quarry 
for lime. On leaving, my Leyland began to 
slow down on its own. I flashed to Alfie in 
front of me and he came back to see what 
was wrong. When I explained what was 
happening, he knew what the problem was 
immediately. He took a small cap off what I 
think was the pump, put a smear of grease 
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inside, put it back on and all was well. I had 
not known to do this, having never touched 
a BRS engine. 

When No 21 was looking its best, it was 
given to the driver of a smaller Ford D 
Series, which was in need of repair. I think it 
was to be for a week at most, but time went 
by, 21 went quickly downhill, and I had been 
given a K reg Albion Reiver six-wheeled 
bulk tipper with LAD cab, rather than the 
Ergo. What a pity. After this I was also given 
another one but with a new steel body for 
work in the quarry, so now I had two tippers. 

Soon Mr Michie asked if I'd like to try an 
artic. Oh yes! The job was with one of the 
three Scammell Handyman units. I had to 
pull a tandem flat with a tanker chained to 
the deck. I was given a second man to work 
the pipework and the pumping of liquid 
clay from rail wagons to most of the paper 
mills around Aberdeen. I only had to drive 
and open and close the top lid, and tie 
on the pipe. This was my first try at fifth- 
wheel coupling. Previously, I had only had 
automatic coupling and 20 tons. 

Now I had a 32 ton motor. We ran all 
day Friday and Saturday. When Mr Michie 
asked how we were getting on, he seemed 
surprised that we had emptied all the rail 


> 1-4: After I left Michies I was at a show and 
found a new Seddon Atkinson 400 bulk feed 
tipper, ready for delivery to Michie, and later, 
Sutherlands hired in Michie's to do some loads, 
so here is a picture of a Mercedes-Benz 1625 
tractor unit and a Rolls-Royce 290L-powered 
Seddon Atkonson 401 unit, with a Connal 
Highland curtain-sided trailer, plus a later three- 
axle MAN tractor unit on parade duty. I caught 
these on film too, but that's it for Mitchie's, I'm 
afraid. 


tanks. He said to swap to a maximum length 
flat tandem and, on the Monday, go and 
load 20 tons of bagged cement at Blue 
Circle, bound for Fort William. Wow, 32 
tons, just one drop, long run, first lorry with 
a radio! 

On the Monday, I went to Girdleness 
Road to load but found only a watchman, no 
loaders. It was a local holiday and they were 
closed! That was that, back on my Albion. 
One day, a driver was off sick and his lorry, 
an Albion Clydesdale Ergo cab was loaded 
with maize for Huntly, so I drove it. I have 
to say I much preferred the Leyland Comet 
version. Another driver gave me a try of his 
Leyland Bison with the taller Ergo cab and 
what a difference from my Reiver. His had 18 
tons on and my Albion 13 tons, but his flew 



in comparison. 

My worst load was 11 tons of pig bone 
meal from Lawsons of Dyce to the Norvite 
depot at the harbour. I drew under the silo, 
opened the trap, and nothing came out. I 
had to agitate it to make it move. As it was 
no weight, I made the mistake of loading 
plenty. At the delivery point, I backed into a 
bay, opened the hatch on a raised box and 
nothing came out. Again, I had to agitate 
the whole load. It took two hours to unload 
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and I stank. 

I had been at C W Michie six months, but 
the thought of winter coming, all the sitting 
in queues to load and unload, as well as days 
when I was grounded got to me. I went back 
to see Jack Low at the Parcels and he said I 
could come back. To be honest, I thought it 
a bad idea to go back to anything you had 
left, as the reasons you left could still be 
there. He was happy to have me back, but 
he hoped I wouldn't just go and leave again 
after a short stay. History would partly prove 
him right, only it was a year after and not a 
short time. 

When I told Victor Michie I was going back 
to my old job, he asked if it was because 
parcel work was cleaner. I had to say it was 
sitting about that got to me most. Parcel 
work was busy all day and I preferred that. 

He said he wished I had said something 
earlier, as he would have given me an artic 
and let me run to Edinburgh with the others, 
but invited me to come back any time. 

My one small regret about leaving Michie's 
was that I would have loved to have driven 
his Atkinson Borderer...■‘I* 



ii-.' 
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Back to Parcels 


I t was good to be back to what I'd 

done for 9Vi years. Because I was new, I 
didn't have a regular vehicle, but drove 
anything, on any run. This was actually good, 
because I had a turn at the newest motors 
as well as the older ones. It was good to be 
back among mates. The Michie drivers were 
so used to a high turnaround of new people, 
understandably, they didn't try to get to 
know new starts. After a short time there 
were a lot of changes: different foremen, 
manager, and of course BRS Parcels became 
Roadline. The vehicles were given a white 
band around the cab in the case of tractor 
units, onto which Roadline appeared. Vans 
were given a large white rectangle on the 
body and headboard with badges stuck 
on, some not too well as they bulged 
over rivets. When new vehicles came I was 
surprised and disappointed to see the green 
was a lot darker and the lovely red wheels 
were now black. I now understood why 674 
had come with no names on it."I* 



A Back at BRS Parcels, but now known as Roadline, the first van to be re- 
liveried in the new colours was BMC-badged Noddy van, KSX 566G, still fleet 
no 24SC457. Look again at the grill, was it unique or part of a small batch? 


A My old 1970 Austin FG box van NSX 183J, fleet no 537, last 
seen at the LDOY, but now in Roadline colours. Home for lunch, 
but it's now a dual carriageway, so no more parking at the door. 
Nowadays, the lay-by is a bus stop and the first lane is a bus 
lane. 


> My other old motor, the Leyland Terrier, KSU 456P, 24SC677 
was also changed to the new livery. This was always the only 
one of this type of Terrier we had, as later ones were the heavier 
models, with larger wheels. 
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A 1-3: I collected two of these Terriers new from Star Bodies in Oldham, which 
built most bodies for British Road Services, a few weeks apart. I liked the tan 
interiors better than the black of my old no 677. One of the new vans went on to 
the Fraserburgh run. 


> A fitting picture to finish my Roadline days. At 
the end of the day, the Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Dundee trunks are parked, waiting for their drivers 
at 7 pm. They are two Bathgate 'Pilot'-cabbed 
Leyland Boxers, fleet nos 702 and 698, in the new 
brighter colours, and Bedford TK 674, still in the 
old 'Parcels Green'. The boss is still there, you can 
see his blue Morris Marina parked by the office. It's 
goodbye again; this time I'm on a transfer to BRS 
Truck Rental at Scottish Road Services, Virginia 
Street, Aberdeen, as truck rental driver. 

















42 


Parcels, Polish & Pipes 


Parcels to Paper - pulp 
delivery and office paperwork 


A fter a year back at King Street depot, 
BRS Truck Rental at Scottish Road 
Services (Scottish BRS general 
haulage division), based at Virginia Street, 
Aberdeen were advertising for a truck rental 
driver. This got my interest, so I applied and 
after an interview got the job. As it was still 
BRS, Rental could ask Parcels about me, and 
I could simply transfer over. There would only 
be a rental manager, and driver - me. The 
previous driver had been made manager of a 
new depot at Inverness. 

On my first Monday, there was only me. The 
SRS salesman arrived later, along with two 
guys from a local brewery, there to collect a 
16 ton Ford D Series flat. I made out a rental 
agreement, checked the driver's licence, 
found the right keys and showed them to the 
vehicle. On the second day, I had a boss. I was 
responsible for 15 vehicles, from Transits to 
ERF tractor units, checking, cleaning, fuelling 
and moving them around. The last task made 
up for the rest. I would have to move vehicles 
from depot to depot - the best job - to 
customers' premises or to truck dealers for 
warranty work. 

The hours were sometimes odd, but 
made it interesting. I could be ready to go 
home and a motor was needed in Inverness, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow or Coatbridge, 




A Our smallest motor at the Aberdeen branch 
of BRS Truck Rental was SSP 198S (Dundee, 
September 1977), a Ford Transit drop-side with a 
diesel engine. The bulge gives it away. The later 
Transit Mk II did not have a different front panel. 

< A Ford D Series 7.5-tonner dropside, TSP 380S 
(Dundee, January 1978). This is the nicer of two we 
had; the other had a metal unpainted body. I had 
to wash out the inside of the cab, when it came 
back from a less than careful fish haulier. 


and off I went. When the vehicles had been 
with us two years, they were returned to the 
supplying dealer, so I found myself taking a 
Leyland Terrier box van back to the Elephant 
and Castle Depot in London and flying home. 
I was carrying jump leads in my bag, as the 
vehicle had been a reluctant starter. The 
airport security man, a would-be wit, told me 
they didn't need these to start the plane, it 
would manage. On another occasion, it was 
a Seddon Atki 400 tractor unit to Gateshead, 
for collection by Reading Depot, returning by 
train. 
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A Two Ford D Series box vans, UFY 197V (Liverpool, December 
1979), with the later plastic grille, and ANC 688T (Manchester, 

August 1978). This won me two new customers, as they needed a low 
enough van to enter their premises. I took this one to both of them. It 
fitted and that was the start of several hires. The Terrier was too high 
though. 

< We always had two 7.5 ton fridge vans in the fleet, both for 
hire and to cover contract vehicles. These were Dodge G Series 
Commandos, like MTE 442V (Bolton, 1980). Interior door handles 
and window winders were forever snapping off, so we always kept a 
few in a drawer. 


< This Leyland Terrier 7.5 ton box van is the vehicle that started 
rental in Aberdeen, SSP 194S, fleet no ORR1 (later LRR1 then URR1, 
all in two years). I returned it to London when its two years were up. 


One weekend, I had to take a DAF 2300 
sleeper unit to Hoggs of Kilsyth, for a long 
term hire of several vehicles. I took my wife 
and young son with me. The Hoggs driver was 
to take us to the nearest town with a station. 
When he turned up, he was also accompanied 
by his wife and two young sons. Yes, you can 
get two men, two women and three kids into 
a DAF 2300 sleeper - perhaps not legally. 

Sometimes, if the motors were mostly 
out on hire, I could be hired out to SRS. On 
one occasion, they needed drivers at the 
docks to unload timber and take it to several 
merchants. What a great day that was. To 
speed it up, we didn't wait to load, but took 


each other's artics as we returned. I drove a 
Guy Big J, an AEC Mandator and, for the first 
and only time, a Dundee ERF A Series. The 
other good thing about this system was that 
we were given a bonus for each load, I think 
it was eight shillings, or 40 pence in today's 
money. Another day, an English driver broke 
his leg and I had to drive his Seddon 16/32, 
another first. 

After two years, and a rental managers 
course at Aston University in Birmingham, 

I found I was increasingly left in charge, as 
my manager had to visit customers, or often 
didn't come in on a Monday. I didn't want or 
like the responsibility and, when he sat his 


HGV and took over a lot of my driving jobs, 

I'd had enough. I was also being pressurised 
by the top man at Rental, Brian Denver, to 
apply for my own depot. I didn't want to leave 
Aberdeen either. 

So, one Monday, when the manager hadn't 
been in and I'd fielded calls from Brian asking 
where he was, I went to deliver our very first 
Ford Cargo (and sister registration to the one 
in all the Rental press adverts) to Michelin 
Tyres' distribution depot. I knew they were 
looking for a couple of drivers, so I asked 
about and got the job. When my boss came in 
next day, I put in my notice. So, off to Michelin 
and tyre delivery.*^- 
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A We had one 16 ton Ford dropside but sadly no photo. There were also 
two Ford D Series 16 tons gross vans with tail-lifts. This is my son Richard 
standing in front of one of them. 


A A newly-cleaned Ford D Series van going out up Commerce Street to a 
customer. 
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< No surprise, it's like the ark, they come in twos! 
We now have two 16 ton D Series fridges, SSP 202S 
(Dundee, 1978) and ANE 990T (Manchester, August 
1978). My boss always called ANE 'Annie'. 


Below and inset: Now for the two top motors. I don't 
have a photo of our first sleeper cab tractor unit, a 
DAF 2300. Here's one of our two ERF B Series units, 
XES 712T (Dundee, January 1979), with what, for the 
time, was a large sleeper cab. We also thought the 
Cummins 250 engine was large. For the time, this was 
good spec, as our customers ran to London with beef. 

I managed to drive these and other British units, but 
the first time out with our DAF, I just could not get 
a quiet gear change. It was my fault. I was too slow 
between the gears, as I was used to Albion, Leyland, 
AEC and Guy, with their slow gear change. Closing the 
DAF doors was a problem as well; maybe they were 
too well sealed? 
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> As time passed, we received replacement vehicles, as we 
only kept motors for two years. Usually the new ones were of 
the latest types available. The first one to arrive while I worked 
at BRS Rental was a Mk 2 Ford Transit Luton van, DBU 315T 
(Manchester, April 1979), our first. I loved driving this one, 
though we had to raise paperwork to cover dead mileage. 
Unfortunately, part of the cab is missing in this shot. I'll never be 
able to justify why I bought a camera that takes square photos. 
Everyone knows lorries are long, not square. 




< Group shots show us how things changed from day to day around the depot, 
most vehicles being at home on a Friday-Saturday as they return off hire. There are 
too many at home in this picture, a Ford Transit Luton, D Series dropside and vans 
and Dodge Commando fridges. It must be a Saturday morning, as they are all clean 
and ready to go. The Scottish Road Services (SRS) Scammell Crusader to the rear 
was one of two ex-Elgin. 


V Two Ford D Series box vans with the early and later style grilles and a 
Commando fridge van sit in the sun awaiting a hire. 


















A view at a traction engine rally at Hazlehead Park, which also had trade stands. Our 
rep, Joe Watt initiated our involvement. Over a weekend, we had a good corner 
position, so people could get a good look at what we did. You can see a Dodge 
Commando fridge van, with ERF, Leyland and Seddon Atkinson tractor units. 

Inset: Our display front on at the traction engine rally. This shows Mike Latham's car 
- he was head of 'Rescue', and my new Dodge 16-ton fridge. I got to drive it around 
the public arena later, and also had to move the Scammell Contractor recovery 
vehicle. 


brs ? ruck ^ eI1 ^ 
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A An unusual overhead shot from the scaffolding, showing the business end of 
the Scammell wrecker. 


A The Scammell wrecker's engine on view. The gear change was like the 
controls in a ship - full ahead, stop, etc. I had to press down and push 
forward to change up and press and pull back to change down. 





A The line up of units seen front-on. Nearest the camera is Seddon Atkinson 400, YTS 504T (Dundee, April 1979) on contract hire to Donald's Ice Cream, one of 
several SRS Leyland Buffalo Mk 2s, XES 719T (Dundee, January 1979), fleet no LRG131, and our ERF B Series Rental Unit. 
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A Back at the Virginia Street Depot and the Donald's Seddon Atkinson, complete with its fridge box trailer, is ready for me to take out with Joe Watt, to take 
photographs at the beach. 



A Another unusual shot (pity it's a square photo). You don't 
normally see the rear of the units in pictures. 


A Donald's did not want biack so the wings are painted red. Unfortunately 
when the driver washed it, the pressure took off the paint. 
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A A tail shot of the Donald's artic. Notice the widespread tandem-axles common at that time, and the Guy further down the street. As soon as I climbed into the 
cab, I realised the gearbox was 'back to front' from anything I'd known previously. I drove with glances to see where the next gear was and managed OK. When 
the driver collected it later, all that could be heard was lots of revving and crunching of gears. This reminded me of my experience with the DAF (oh boy!) 



A We had some vehicles through our hands that belonged to other BRS Rental depots. This is a Seddon Atkinson 400 unit, RTC 31 OS (Bristol, November 1977), 
belonging to Reading. One of our meat haulers had hired it to cover a breakdown and my manager had agreed to de-hire with us. This was before we had 
introduced one-way hires. The Reading branch was not happy, so we agreed to take it as far as Gateshead and they would arrange collection. So here I am near 
my home on a Saturday after work, with my son Richard, cleaning the inside and getting ready for an early start on the Monday. After a great run down, even 
though it was a solo unit, I was taken to the station for a train home. Good day, good overtime, the best part of my job - driving nice motors. 
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< This Leyland Clydesdale platform lorry, KGE 
940V (Glasgow, August 1979), was the cause 
of upset to another depot. I had hired it from 
Coatbridge and told them the hire was for a 
month. Sadly, the customer changed his plans and 
it came back only a few days later. I always liked 
these Clydesdales. 


Thick 

Rental 


BRS 


Below and right: A Coatbridge vehicle, a later type Ford D Series D1314 
box van, DFA 244T (Burton, 1979), which had just had a wash and its tail-lift 
removed, to go on very long term hire to my old firm, Roadline. The parcels 
carrier was now going further north than Inverness and needed more vans this 
size. I found out later that my friend Sandy Thomson had driven this one. 
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< Part of my job was to deliver for SRS, if I was available, and usually I 
enjoyed those days. Here is one of the haulage Leyland Buffalo 2 units, 
XSN 506T (Dundee, October 1978), fleet no LRG128. I liked these 
tractor units, which had a nice tan-brown interior, and would work bricks 
from Kemnay on one. 


Above and right: RVT 19W was one of the first Ford Cargos 
to appear. In fact, its sister 0811 box van, RVT 18W, can still 
be seen in the adverts for BRS Rental. I was delivering it to 
Michelin for hire, but this visit also led to me starting there as 
a driver. 














































> An Albion Clydesdale, NSX 157J 
(West Lothian, August 1970). The 
trouble was, I was on beer delivery 
for the day, and this motor really 
wasn't suitable, as it was too high 
and had a poor steering lock. I also 
liked to drive the various SRS Guy 
Big J motors, but didn't drive the 
Crusaders other than in the yard. 



Below and left: At this time, I was away working on the tyres, but was asked 
to come back to Rental on Saturdays, to wash and check vehicles, as there 
was no rental driver. BRS Rental was now Scottish Truck Rental, another 
big mistake, I felt, to lose national identity for just the Scottish area. A new 
Leyland Freighter 16-13, Seddon Atkinson 401 day-cab and and Volvo F7 are 
on the fleet now. Look behind, and yes, it is an ancient Shelvoke & Drewry 
Freightlifter still at work, I think, in 1980. 
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Michelin 


T he two new drivers arrived at Michelin 
on the same day, but I have to admit 
Brian was a lot more qualified than I 
was, as he came from Dunlop tyres. He knew 
the drops, tyre sizes and types. I was on a 
learning curve here, even how to stow tyres 
in a van was new to me. We were not only 
drivers, but had to make up orders in the 
warehouse and do stock checks. 

There were three vans, two very short 
Bedford TKs, and a longer Commer 
Commando, known as 'the big van'. The TK 
bodies were almost square in every direction. 
They were known by their registration 
numbers, as we didn't have fleet numbers. 
Therefore, when I started the job we had 
'SEH', 'LBF' and 'VRE'. 

We took turns at the various runs, for 
example, the first week on Bedford SEH in 
Aberdeen; the second week on LBF, either 
Elgin, Dundee, Banff and Buchan; the third 
week on Commer VRE, twice to Inverness, 
then whichever runs LBF wasn't covering. 
Sometimes the vans would change around, 
usually when I'd just washed the one I'd been 
on. 

Later, SEH was put away and, instead of a 
71/2-tonner, we received a 14 ton Ford D Series 
1414, with a huge body compared wth the 
other vans. It also had a handy tuck-away tail 
lift, for the bigger lorry and earthmover tyres. 
The older vans had a long board, hidden 
behind a panel at the rear, running down the 
middle of the chassis. This would clip on to 
the floor, so we could walk up it rolling a tyre 
in front of us. It was more bother than it was 
worth as the floor was so low anyway. 

As luck would have it, I was the only full¬ 
time driver with an HGV licence (they also had 
a relief), so I was given the new van, as long 



motor was I could now keep it clean (or not). 
As the body was so high, the brush we used 
didn't reach the top, so I used to stand on a 
chair, on the ramp, where the hose was. The 
boss caught me doing it and quite rightly 
banned the practice as being unsafe. For 
several weeks, I washed as far as I could reach, 
leaving a foot of dirt at the top. One day after 
my run I was called into his office and told he 
had noticed my protest and had bought me 
a longer handle. There hadn't been enough 
money in petty cash to buy a brush, so I would 
get that later! 

Another time I was called in to his office, 
because I did an Inverness run and my tacho 
disc showed 14 stops, but I only had 12 drops. 

I asked if it was OK to go to the toilet or not, 
and was told not to be cheeky. Michelin 
supplied everything that we needed, so one 
day I asked for a pen. I had to give back the 
dry one before he gave me a used pen from 
his own pocket. I bought my own in future. 

Brian had some silly goings on as well. One 
day he was asked to explain why he wasn't 
wearing his uniform jacket. He pointed out 
it was summer and 22 degrees outside, and 
asked to borrow the Michelin rubber stamp so 
he could print the name on his forehead. He 
too was regarded as cheeky. After two years, 
we both left about the same time, Brian to go 
to TNT, where he remains to this day, while 
I went to Reckitt & Colman, where I was to 
remain for 1 1 V 2 years. 


Right and below: Two shots 
(sorry, it was a poor afternoon 
after a day's rain) showing the 
new Ford D1414 box van, PBF 
684W (Stoke-on-Trent, 1980- 
1) which had a good foldaway 
tail-lift - handy for large tractor 
or earthmover tyres. I could 
strap them to the wall of the van 
as well. There was a good side 
door in the body too, which was 
handy for small items like bicycle 
tyres and tubes. Sometimes in 
Inverness, if the parking bays 
were full, I'd have to go round the 
block to the next parallel street, 
load bike tyres along the length 
of both arms, and stack boxes in 
front of me, then walk through 
the market and out onto the 
street I needed. Appropriately, 

I looked like a walking 'Mr 
Bibendum', the Michelin mascot. 


as it was understood I did the bigger runs and 
Inverness twice a week. This meant I gained a 
half-hour overtime each day I went there. This 
worked well until the first driver passed his 
test. I was off the van next day. 

One good thing about having a regular 
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A Parked opposite our flat, this is my only photograph of my first Mr Sheen lorry, a 14 ton Bedford TK, but fitted with the wide axle and front wings of a KM, 
though it only had one bumper and a single pair of headlights like a TK. This was given to me as it could hold twelve pallets, compared with the ten in our sliding 
door vans. Even back then, Reckitt & Colman was very up-to-date and even forward-thinking. The Tautliners and other Boalloy bodies were modern, and even 
the Monsanto spray suppression flaps used Reckitt vehicles in their ads. The company also used draw-bar trailers, pulled by Bedfords or Commer Commandos, 
which was unusual at the time. 


I attended an interview for Reckitt & 
Colman at a hotel in Cults, Aberdeen. 

I wore my Michelin uniform and hoped 
I'd be smart enough. I think it helped, as it 
showed I'd be turned out well for them as 
well. I was told later that they were taken 
with me, but as there were more than 60 
interviewees, and I was one of the earliest, 
it was becoming difficult to remember me. 
Thankfully they chose me for the job. 

As the depot was at Coatbridge, and I 
was to be out-based, I'd have to do a week's 
training there first. Things would get off to a 
bad start, though I never regretted leaving 
my job to go to them, and it would turn 
out to be my best job ever. The plan at first 
was for me to collect a Dodge Commando, 
which had broken down, from Aberdeen 
Motors and drive it down. Later, I was told it 
had been collected, as they needed it, and I 
should take the train instead. 

The first day was spent pulling orders in 


the warehouse. One day, I was collected 
from my hotel in Airdrie by Eric, who did the 
Edinburgh run. He picked me up long before 
the restaurant opened, so I had no breakfast. 
After a very busy morning we had a late 
lunch. What a worker he was that day. 

Eric drove a Bedford sliding door van. I 
would be getting a TK 14 ton curtain-sider 
as it could hold two more pallets - more of 
this later. One day I was out on my own with 
a Leyland Boxer to MacBraynes, the Islands 
carrier, and another day I delivered to Asda, 
Coatbridge and a drop in Maryhill, Glasgow. 
Nobody had told me both were booked in at 
the same time, so Asda made me wait ages, 
even though I was the only one at their gate. 

My last day out was to the Fife area and 
the Bedford on which I was second man was 
to become my regular motor. It was obvious 
the present driver, understandably, resented 
losing his motor to me. Lunchtime came 
in the centre of Kirkcaldy. He parked at a 


Co-op and we walked to a pub on the main 
street for lunch! After that, we walked to yet 
another pub (I assume this was for dessert). 

Back to the lorry and more deliveries. 
Outside a chemist he remembered he 
needed some Disprin tablets, so burst a 
pack from our load, put some in his pocket, 
and reduced the order accordingly. At our 
last drop, I was told to do the delivery, as he 
had some shopping to get. That turned out 
to be a large bottle of cider, which he started 
on before driving back to the depot. 

With hindsight, the most worrying thing I 
should have taken in at the time was when 
he pointed out a piece of metal on the 
chassis behind the cab and said he pumped 
this now and again, something to do with 
the brakes. I had driven many TKs by then 
and never touched this part, so didn't intend 
doing it now. The next day Ed, the route 
planner, had been out with this TK and put it 
into the dealers in Airdrie. Yes, you guessed, 
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the brakes. I had been scheduled to return 
to Aberdeen on the Thursday, but this put 
paid to that plan. 

On the Friday I collected the lorry, 
complete with new brakes, loaded and 
headed for home. I was on the Kingsway 
in Dundee when my brakes began to fade. 
When I was near the fire station and heading 
for two lanes of stationary traffic, I found I 
had almost no braking at all, so I turned the 
wheel left up over the pavement and grass, 
and while semi-airborne slapped it into 
reverse. Thankfully this stopped it against 
the kerb. 

To cut a long story short, I phoned the 
depot, and a wrecker was sent from Perth 
(why not Dundee?) for a suspended tow back 
to Perth. I spent the night in Transportel after 
persuading security to let me in without a 
lorry. On the Saturday, I got a train home, 
and collected the lorry on the Tuesday. What 
was wrong? Contaminated brake fluid! 

I delivered from Montrose north and 
finally arrived at Sutherlands Transport, 
where I would garage and receive loads. The 
Sutherlands drivers had a lot of fun calling 
me 'the driver who takes three days to come 
from Coatbridge'. My boss, George Shaw, 


was full of apologies then and later when 
he came up and met me and my wife, at the 
same hotel in Cults. He said I would have the 
Bedford for a short time and would change 
it for a Leyland Clydesdale from another 
depot, going from an R reg to a W. I was 
pleased about that, as I had enjoyed driving 
these in the past. 

He was always as good as his word. I got 
this motor, along with news that I would 
receive a new motor after a year on this one. 
A year later, I had a phone call, asking would 
I like a Ford Cargo, Leyland Freighter, DAF 
2100 or a Mercedes 1617. Cheekily, I said: 
"What, no Volvo or Scania?" So I decided 
on a Leyland Freighter, even though in those 
days it was popular to knock Leyland. 

Some time later, I received another phone 
call. "When your Volvo arrives, what colour 
scheme do you fancy?" The choice was 
Colman's mustard (yellow and red), Disprin 
(white), Solmin (green) or Mr Sheen (red). 

I asked for Mr Sheen, as everyone already 
knew me as Mr Sheen on the road. Also, 
had I heard anything about Volvo? I said that 
Sandy from Harris Distribution also worked 
from 'Suddies' and he had Volvos, but much 
preferred the one with eight-speed range- 


A A few months after starting, I have my promised 
Leyland Clydesdale with Tautliner curtain-sided 
body, TAG 201W (Hull, 1980-1). I know it looks 
more like a Boxer, but it has low-profile tyres 
to lower the height of the floor for hand-balled 
loads. Notice the extra mud flaps with bristles on 
them, behind and above the wheels, long before 
legislation would force their use. 

change gearbox to the straight six. Later 
again, I went down to collect the new Volvo, 
an F6S, Mr Sheen livery, eight-speed and, 
unusual at the time, a phone in the cab. 

Wow, was I pleased? 

I loved the years on this wagon, my 
favourite drive ever. When Reckitt & 

Colman went over to Mercedes only, I 
was most reluctant to part with my Volvo 
and, as it wasn't going away but finishing 
at Coatbridge for a while, I asked to keep 
it. However, George reckoned I needed a 
new motor, as by then, we didn't deliver to 
some large stores direct, but to Regional 
Distribution Centres (RDCs), so instead of 
Suddies trunking three artic loads to me 
every week, I was now going down for my 
own and garaged at TNT instead. 

No choice now, sadly a Merc 1717 
14-pallet curtain-sider, in a horrible orange 
for Robinsons drinks. Worse still, Chick 
Rogers, our other out-based driver at Perth, 
told me my Volvo's unused first aid kit and its 
tool kit had disappeared, and now the Volvo 
was a mess. 

I had 91/2 great years on my own in 
Aberdeen, job and finish (which could work 
either way). Then came a phone call to my 
home. All R&C depots were to be taken 
over by P&O Distribution. "It's probably the 
best company in transport that could take us 
over," we were told. & 

< Here the Clydesdale is parked outside 
Sutherland's Tullos depot. Those were the days, 
when I could leave it all night on the street 
unmolested. 
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A Lunch break on a sunny day, with a clean motor that I loved driving, though 
by now it was popular to knock anything with a Leyland badge. When the 
Roadtrain came out I had a T-shirt with a picture of one, stating 'I've got faith'. 
That's where we were in transport at the time. 




A An odd shot, but driver's eye view coming out of Vestric at Mastrick. The 
lorry is waiting ready for the little electric fork-lift to come out and unload 
a pallet of our pharmacy products. Sometimes I went to chemist firms with 
a full 12-pallet load of 'Snuggler' nappies, as we had contracts with other 
companies to do their deliveries alongside ours. 


V The great day came when, on a Saturday, I went to Coatbridge, to collect my new Volvo F6, A153 ORH (Hull, 1983-4). It looked huge compared with my 
Leyland. It turned out the lorry carried 14 pallets. By this time, I had 'Suddie's' Tullos depot to myself, as the company had moved to Altens. This is the first day in 
the yard, with the picture taken from the top of a pile of blue pallets. Our Perth-based driver, Chick Rogers, would collect these and return them to Coatbridge, a 
good bonus for both of us. 

I don't have a picture, but R&C also had Clydesdale artics and Freighters (yes, not Cruisers) with low profile tyres on the units and single-axle curtain-sided 
trailers. Chick had one and later changed to a DAF, then a Mercedes. 
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A 1: A very contented driver indeed; lovely comfy quiet cab, great 
adjustment of the seats, eight-speed range-change gearbox, first of the 
attached mobile phones, tool kit, first aid kit, locking glove box, opening 
roof hatch (as can be seen), three wipers, plus wash-wipe for the headlights. 
It really is no wonder the Brits lost out to foreign motors. 

2: The Volvo is parked on the road outside Suddie's new depot. One day, 

I was phoned at 5 am to come and move it from the yard, as apparently it 
was in the way. 

3: Harris Distribution also ran from Suddie's yard. Unusually, here we both 
are, job and finish, parked for the night. Sandy's Volvo is an earlier one 
with a sliding side-door body. He also drove other makes, a Bedford and a 
Mercedes, I recall. (Yes! Back to 6x4 photos.) 

4: Each year I went to Balmoral ahead of the Royal visit. Here I am, with a 
drop of cleaning stuff for the housekeeper. Later, I went back again with a 
pallet of Robinsons drinks for the army. A squad unloaded me then. It was 
always strange to see London 'bobbies' in their tall helmets, cycling through 
the grounds. 

5:We had a variety of makes and colour schemes at Reckitt & Colman. Here 
is a Coatbridge-based Mercedes-Benz 1617 14-pallet Tautliner curtain-sider, 
advertising 'Disprin'. Some anti-spray flaps on this one. 
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A A Coatbridge Ford Cargo 1515 curtain-sider in Solmin livery, which had an eight-speed range-change box. I had this for a week when the Volvo was away for 
MOT prep and test. 



A Chick Rogers has arrived at Suddie's, to collect my empty blue pallets, 
damages and returns. He is now on a Merc 1625 tractor unit, Cl 37 JVH 
(Huddersfield, 1985-6). 


A This was the same age as my Volvo, a Coatbridge Mercedes 1617, A790 
RCX, with the slap-across gearchange set up. I had it for a week while mine 
was away for MOT. Who stole Mr Sheen? 
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A Here in the depot loading bay at Coatbridge is a Mercedes 1617 curtain-sider, E957 HVH (Hull, 1987-8), in an early version of Robinson livery. Later the 
vehicles would have more orange. 



A few years later, here is my Volvo 
F6, A153 ORH, back to me after 
a repaint of the hard bits (not the 
cover, I cleaned it myself). I was 
then working from TNT. 
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A End of the partnership of my Volvo and me. My new Merc 1717, H675 HCX (Huddersfield, 1989-90), in the new Robinson colours, had arrived at TNT. I had no 
choice; it was mine, even though the Volvo would work from Coatbridge for a few months yet. I never took to H675 XCX; I looked after it but just not the same 
any more. 
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♦ 


A Some of you drivers out there may just recognise this shot of Reckitt & 

A | just managed to catch this one going away, a Merc artic in Mr Sheen Colman's Hull buildings, seen in 1980. My boss said later that, if I'd asked, he 

livery, either in Hull or Carlisle. It's so long ago now that I don't remember. could have arranged a tour for me. 



V This Mercedes, in common with the rest, had chrome wheel covers fitted all round, like a coach. They were a pest for the mechanics at TNT, and they squealed 
as you drove, plus they had to be watched constantly, when a fork lift came near the back axle. Later, all these Mercs would be re-painted in the dark blue P&O 
Distribution livery, with white doors and white fleet numbers. Here it is looking out from the Norco warehouse. 
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A A couple of Mercs at Coatbridge, with the old-style curtain livery nearest us on the 1617. Note the change in the style of cab side windows on the newer 1717. 
V Longer distance runs merit a sleeper cab of sorts on this Mercedes 1717 curtain-sider. 
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A Some more of the Coatbridge R&C fleet coming up. A trailer in Haze colours awaits a unit. 
V A DAF 2100 in Disprin colours. I quite liked driving this one. 
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One of the R&C Merc artics, with a single¬ 
axle Tautliner trailer in Disprin colours. 
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A A DAF 2100 artic in Disprin colours. It's a pity I didn't catch our yellow Leyland Clydesdale and orange Freighter units on camera. 

V This is an MAN 16-170, E244 WAM (Wiltshire, 1987-8), which I hired from SRS Rental. I did enjoy my drive, but the fridge van was no substitute for curtains. It 
was not handy. 
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A | enjoyed driving this Volvo FL6, although funnily, I still preferred my earlier F6. 

V SRS didn't have one of their own available but I got this lovely Leyland Freighter 16-15 box van, E807 WU (Manchester, 1987-8) - and I really enjoyed it too. 
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T he first big change for me was that I 
now had to work from a small shed 
at the Bridge of Don Industrial Estate 
in Aberdeen. There were five staff members 
and three vehicles. Also the goods were 
being trunked in again. At the beginning, 

I did my work first and other P&O work if I 
was free. I was now on regular hours too. 
Then we moved to an ancient dump - Shed 
6, P&O Ferries at the harbour. After a time, 
Coca Cola depot staff joined us as well, with 
four staff and two trucks. I did my work, they 
did theirs. But I would be going up to Elgin 
or Peterhead in the afternoon, as they were 
returning. Sense said mix the goods and 
go to areas just once but, sadly, they hated 
my work and vice versa. A lot of unhappy 
workers resulted. 

We had to take my orange motor back to 
Coatbridge and collect three P&O liveried 




A Sandy then had this little MAN 
7.5 ton curtain-sider, G763 MWO, 
for the Debenhams contract. P&O 
stored pallets for the retailer. 


> Here is a new unit for Sandy, a 
three axle Volvo FL10, K913 HVG, 
being washed by our foreman, 
Kenny Pirie, a hilariously funny 
guy. You can also see our office 
complex. 


A The dream job now changed greatly. I moved to P&O 
Distribution, which had a tiny depot at the Bridge of Don. 
I was still on my R&C lorry, doing my deliveries, but now 
P&O trunked up my load. Here is Sandy Annand's earlier 
Iveco three axle tractor unit, FI91 RMU. 
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< The Volvo again, all clean and looking lovely. 


V Look at that exhaust. This is now at P&O 
Ferries, Shed 6, at the harbour. 


Mercs. On the way in, we stopped at the 
P&O workshop for something, I no longer 
recall what. However, I will never forget how 
the mechanic we spoke to took an instant 
dislike to me, possibly as I was the only one 
in uniform and sinfully smart. 

He started by having a go at me, because 
I'd left my side lights on (we were only 
there for a few minutes). Then he decided 
it was a great idea to scrape the soles of his 
filthy boots across the toes of my pristine 
boots. This was like something from a 
school playground, totally ridiculous. I'd had 
enough, wouldn't rise to his attitude and 
returned to my lorry. 

On a more pleasant note, when we 
were handed the keys to our blue Mercs 
with white doors, the others were given 


repainted 1617s, older than the 1717 I had 
put back, while Ed gave me the keys to a 
brand new 1820. He said that, as I had 91/2 
years service with R&C and the others were 
new starts, it was only right. 

Not long after this, I had a P&O publicity 
man follow me around, taking photos for the 
company magazine, and to show customers. 
He was kind enough to send me some 
photos of our outing. When my 1820 went 
south for an MOT, I had a new 11 ton Merc 
and enjoyed it for a week. It made the job a 
lot easier. 

After only two years, P&O decided to 
close the distribution side in Aberdeen 
and pull back to Coatbridge. Many jobs in 
Aberdeen are oil-related, so that an ADR 
license was needed. Unfortunately, most of 
us needed to resit ours, but P&O refused to 
put us through it, though they did expect us 
to stay until the very end. ❖ 


A We were joined by the staff of Coca-Coia Schweppes. I just want to show their motors I used to meet 
on my rounds with R&C. This is a older Leyland Boxer with a roller shutter-sided body, GOJ 477W. 
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< This is more like R&C vehicles, the 
latest Mercedes 1720, H522 VDM, 
with a slightly different curtain-sided 
body, in Schweppes colours. 


V Another Merc 1617, G314 LCP. Kenny used to say 
of the canisters at the side: "You've a load of bombs 
next." 


> Now reality kicks in. This is what the Coca-Cola 
Schweppes drivers got at P&O, a re-painted R&C 
Merc 1617, G313 LCP, ex-London perhaps. 
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Inset: Lucky me. Because of my nine and a half years service with R&C, I was given this new 
Merc 1820 curtain-sider, K644 SGV, on the same day the others got their repaints. 

A Here I am, on a delivery to a distillery-owning company's headquarters at Drummuir, with a 
few cartons of Paterson's Shortbread. 

Y I took my 1820 to Stracathro cafe and changed over with Coatbridge driver, MOT time again. 
Imagine my surprise when, instead of a scruffy motor, this turned up; a Mercedes 1114 curtain- 
sider, M451 EPV. 
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A | had a great week in Aberdeen. I was also on Coke delivery 
now, and this wagon was ideal compared with the 1820. 


r 

> On holiday, I spotted this wee one on deliveries; a Leyland J 

Roadrunner curtain-sider, unusually fitted with a sleeper cab, 

H860 ANL. 


< Another unusual vehicle spotted while on holiday, a curtain-sider 
bodied Steyr 16-tonner, G247 MHH. The blue was slightly different 
and it was unusual to have a red-painted lower area. I was told later 
that it could be another firm on contract to P8cO Distribution. 
























74 


Parcels, Polish & Pipes 




A | thought readers might like to see some of the large variety 
of motors which passed through our yard, some for P&O 
Distribution but most for P&O Ferries to and from Orkney 
and Shetland. But first a few P&O vehicles. Here is the local 
runabout, a Transit parcel van with P&O Scottish Ferries 
signwriting, A742 SPS. 


> A Douglas tug. 


A P&O had excellent, well-kept tugs. This is not always 
the case with these yard slaves with some firms. Here is a 
Tugmaster with our Merc behind on the left. 
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A A P&O Distribution MAN 22-403 three-axle unit, P764 EOK, fleet no 2222, with a 
tandem-axle box trailer. You can just see one of our Mercs loading behind it. 

< Another Volvo FH, fleet no 2125, arrives with a 40ft container on a skeletal trailer, 
and has the ramp fitted at the rear for Kenny to drive inside with his fork-lift. 


A three-axle Volvo FH12-380, up from Coatbridge, M759 EBJ, fleet no 
2124. In the background are our pallets of BP oil ready to go out. 


, T+ 
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> One day Kenny got hold of an old 
Leyland FG 30 cwt platform lorry, 
LSO 862W, which came from one of 
the island airports and, knowing I'd 
driven many of these, insisted I try 
it round the yard. My motor and the 
security man are also in the picture. 


> More pictures at P&O Ferries, and 
it's time for the sheep to come down 
from the islands. Good for Thomsons, 
plenty of work, but bad for us in the 
yard. Our eyes stung with the gallons 
of urine produced by the sheep. I hope 
you enjoy the selection of vehicles 
coming through the depot, starting with 
the floats from Thomsons of Sauchen - 
Other firms are available... 

First we have a three-axle ERF, H575 
USO, fitted with the E6 Steyr-based cab. 


< So here I am, but big mistake, I pulled out the knob on the 
engine cover as I'd always done, thinking it would strangle the 
engine. It didn't, but instead made it rev all the faster. Idiot 
me, it was a petrol FG and this was a choke, not a strangler... 













































P&O Distribution 


77 



A This is a later three-axle DAF 85, P571 DSS. 

V This Foden 4335 eight-wheeler, N321 XRS, looks huge with its high, slab-sided three-deck livestock body. 
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A A Leyland DAF-badged 95-430 artic unit, Ml88 SSO, with a tri-axle livestock trailer 
and, in the background, a Sey of Huntly Foden eight-legger waiting its turn to unload. 

V The fleet of Henry Thompson & Sons was made up of vehicles from of a variety of 
manufacturers. This is a Seddon Atkinson Strato 400, H694 TRS. Inset: An ERF EC artic, 
K140 HSA, of Thompsons, with a modern-style livestock trailer and, in the background, 
driver Scotty's ERF from Dyce Carriers, on hire to P&O Distribution, as usual. 
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V A much smaller artic, but still with 
a sleeper cab, the trailer of this Ford 
Cargo artic unit, E181 YHH, of the 
Classic Furniture Group has a lovely low 
floor height for loading. 


< McGarrie's FH artic in with, 

I think, BP oil drums for us at 
Shed 6. The company also ran 
FH draw-bar outfits. 


> Not a lot of these in Aberdeen. 
A French-registered Renault G340, 
indulging in a van to van load 
transfer. 
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Above and left: Don't know what 
kind of weight this Foden 4450 could 
pull, but it looks heavy duty with its 
'STGO Cat 2. Is that a Caterpillar 500 
engine? 


> Here's 
another heavy, 
an Econofreight 
four-axle ballast 
tractor. 
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V P&O Distribution in with pallets to store for and Debenhams, a 
Mercedes 1625 unit, F397 XWR, with a two-floor van trailer with 
a tail-lift. 


Uc o*onm 6 Hr 


A That's an MAN cab, but it's an OAF, the Q589 DEF suggesting 
it was imported second-hand. And how about 'Hercules', N523 
YAJ, a 6x6 Unipower - most impressive. 

> A bit more ordinary from Econofreight, a Volvo FI 2 and a DAF 
95. 


--. -*• ; - 


' 7 - 
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Marking time 



A As you will have read, I had been redundant about six weeks before being taken 
on at the Ford dealership just along from my house. Here are just a few quick 
photos in the yard. Harpers' Transit pick-up sits with several customers' vehicles. 

< A typical customer's van, a Securicor Omega high-roof Transit. I used to collect 
the same type from White Arrow for re-livery work. 


E very driving job advertised seemed 
to end up being an agency, and the 
job advertised was never actually 
available, except to their long-term temping 
staff. I went to a local parcel firm for an 
interview, saw the state of the vans, the 
depot and the hand-held machines (mostly 
out of order), and said it wasn't for me. But 
the woman asked if I'd be prepared to start 
anyway while still trying for something else 
- desperate or what? Another parcel firm 
with well-known green and yellow vans had a 
permanent ad in the local newspapers too. 

After several weeks, I was taken on as a 
driver/valet at a Ford dealership, along the 


road from my house, so close I could walk. I 
was interviewed by a boss who, years ago, 
had told me I was unsuitable for a job as a 
trainee lorry salesman because I was "too 
honest". But good enough to clean motors 
The job was very mixed, collecting and 
delivering cars that needed bodywork done 
from the sales department a few miles away. 
Sometimes I had to use an Iveco Daily and 
draw-bar car trailer for this, my first time 


with a draw-bar. The best part of the job was 
collecting and delivering commercials for 
servicing. I would get to drive a variety of 
vehicles, from Escort vans to 17 ton rigids. 

At night I'd lie awake, fingertips aching from 
cleaning cars in the middle of winter, and 
the days seemed so long as there was not 
enough to do. I ended up clock-watching 
and I wasn't used to that. I only lasted seven 
weeks. ❖ 


V The best part of the job at Harpers was to collect 
and deliver back various water and electric company 
vehicles. Three Water Board ones can be seen here. 


> This Ford Cargo 7.5-tonner, J320 XSO, belonging 
to Woollard & Henry of Dyce, makers of Dandy Rolls, 
used in the production of paper, always looked smart. 
It's parked with a newer Iveco Euro Cargo van, L720 
LRS, and a new Transit van. 
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Multi-Motors to 
Multi-Parcels 


E arly in 1998, Business Express, part of 
Littlewoods, was looking to open a 
depot and needed more than 20 drivers 
and team leaders. So I applied, although my 
foreman said it would be a mistake and would 
be as busy a job as the White Arrow vans I had 
been collecting for re-livery work. He turned 
out to be right. 

Unusually, at the interview, we had to do 
a test drive in an LDV Pilot van. I got a job 
and we had to leave Aberdeen in cars and a 
minibus at 7am, drive to Glenrothes, go out 
for the day with a leader and, on return to 
Aberdeen, do homework for the next day. On 
the last day, we had an exam, which we had to 
pass to have a job, thus the homework. 

Most of the leaders at Glenrothes appeared 
to be ex-RAF and behaved as if still in the 
service. On return to the yard, my leader 
got out of the van, told me to go into the 
warehouse and put my returned parcels into 
the cage. I went into the warehouse and got 
out of the van. Next thing I'm being shouted 
at Regimental Sergeant-Major style and told 
to get out into the yard and only come in 
when told I could. Out I went, turned around, 
stopped and, right away, was told to get inside. 
What was that all about? 

After the first week, I had passed the exam 
and been given my uniform. We had been out 
from 7am to 7pm each day, so I asked how to 
show these hours on the timesheet. "Oh no. 
You're just in training. In the first week you get 
flat rate only. By now I should have heard alarm 
bells ringing." 

My run covered one third of Aberdeen city 


/ 



A Lucky us in Aberdeen, 20 or so of these new Ford 
Transits arrived. We had to take them home after our 
run each day. I really enjoyed driving this van, if only 
there had been slightly fewer deliveries... 



a beven weeks on, and i was off to business bxpress. i saw this LDV Kiiot in bussex whiie on holiday, before 
starting with the company. This was a standard company van. 


and its outskirts, but not all in one postcode; 
part of the west end, Kingswells, part of 
Northfield, Bucksburn, part of Bridge of Don. 
Another two vans were sharing what was left 
in the same way, with several other postcodes. 
My target was the second largest in the 
department, 187 packages per day. In theory 
and, in fact, usually this meant 187 addresses, 
as there were not many duplicates. 

If short on any day I had to take more from 
another area to make up 187. If, say, ten people 
were not in and there was nowhere safe to 
leave their parcel, then regardless that I may 
have worked ten hours, I would only be paid 
eight hours, as the target had not been met. 
Later on, when the catalogues went out, the 
target went up to 220, as no signatures were 
needed, and I was expected to work Saturdays 
and Sundays too. 

Now, as I had become so sick of the 
unfairness of it all, I took my wife with me 
on the book weekend, although this was a 
sackable offence. I didn't care. She would 
hand out a delivery note and the correct type 
of book to me, to save me time. I had stayed 
working until 10pm the previous evening, 
putting the notes in delivery order. We were 
allowed to do this, unpaid, for our own good! 
At the end of each day's run, on arriving home, 
we had to tally up our deliveries, failures, etc 
and phone Glenrothes with the figures. As I'd 
had help and finished early, I parked the van at 
home and went to a vintage rally out at Alford. 
Then much later phoned in my tally. 

As the depot was only for our use in the 


morning, we had to take our vans home as 
there was nowhere to garage them, but we 
were not to use the van once home, and our 
team leaders would pass at weekends to make 
sure the van was at the door. We could not take 
holidays in the first six months, so our holiday 
that year was a Saturday taster trip to Rome 
(one day out). We were given £20 for boots, 
and I wore mine out in the six months I worked 
there. I also lost a lot of weight on this job, 
though I had nothing extra to lose at the start. 

What I did like was my van. Because it was a 
new venture, we didn't have the standard LDV 
Pilot like Royal Mail, but had a new Ford Transit 
with a slightly raised roof, and I loved driving it. 

One day, my van was away for a service 
and I was given a Turner Van Hire low roof 
van. I straightened up too far and banged my 
head, unfortunately on an uncovered light 
unit. I poured blood everywhere and had to 
go to Casualty. Later a drunk fell in front of my 
moving van. A man and woman appeared and 
she insisted on waiting with me until the police 
arrived. She took my name and later I had a 
phone call from my mother wanting to know if I 
was OK after my accident, which was reported 
in the newspaper. The woman had been a 
reporter. 

The police took a statement, ran my van 
to check it and gave the all-clear. It was not 
my fault, the van was OK, and the drunk was 
fighting the medics. I went on to finish my run, 
late, but it was the last straw. This was not the 
job for me, or actually for about half of the 
original team, who had already left. & 
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Parcels to Pipes 




A Brian Milne was the driver of this Mercedes 1617, G998 PSA. He had told me of the vacancy for a 
driver. This lorry had heavy dropsides, although they were quite low. 


A | didn't know when this photo was taken that I'd 
still be at Bell's until I retired more than 17 years 
later. This is the Peterhead warehouse Mercedes 
Sprinter pick-up used by Eddie Yates who ran 
Peterhead very well. 

he husband of my wife's workmate 
was also a lorry driver, and the 
company he worked for wanted 
another driver. As the business was on my 
run, I dropped in to see the managing 
director at John Bell Pipeline Equipment Co 
Ltd (some name). I wasn't too sure if I'd be 
taken seriously, as I was only in my Transit, 
not a lorry, but Brian Thomson took a chance 
on me and started me on. 

The first week I was supposed to spend 
out with Brian the driver in the 1617 Merc 
dropside learning the runs, but I only had 
one day out. The rest of the week I spent 
unpacking goods in, or making up orders for 
despatch. Now and again I made deliveries 
in one of the company cars. I wondered if 
I'd got it wrong and a lorry driver was not 
needed, as there were two lorries, an 814 
and 1617 Merc, and two drivers already. 

Sadly it was almost a case of 'dead man's 
shoes', but not quite. The 7.5 tonner's driver 
went off for a week and I covered for him. 
When he came back and asked if I had 


an HGV licence, he looked worried when 
I said yes. It turned out that he had been 
misbehaving and the firm was just waiting 
until he messed up again, which he did. So 
I now inherited my 814. It had been bought 
second hand, but it was a good reliable 
vehicle. I spoke to the guy who had it before 
us and he wished he still had it rather than 
the new one. 

Neither lorry was sign-written at that time, 


and the 814 had a very long body, suitable 
for carrying pipes. Not long after, we were 
liveried and the motors looked a lot more 
professional. Later again, the other driver 
received a new Merc Atego 1217 and one 
was ordered for me too. This made sense 
as it no longer mattered which lorry arrived 
back first, as we could both carry the same 
weight. Unfortunately, one day I was sent 
out with the other driver's motor and a 
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fork-lift pushed a baton into the opposite 
dropside and seriously bent it out of shape. 
When he returned I offered to take his motor 
and he could have my newer one, but he 
declined. To this day I feel bad about that; 
although I hadn't damaged it, the damage 
happened while it was in my care. 

A few years on and new vehicles were 
ordered. By this time, the company had a 
logo - pipe ends on a grey background, and 
all the paperwork and signs were in a colour 
called lemon/lime. When we heard the 
motors were to be that colour we thought 
it was a wind-up. Then one day, Brian the 
driver spotted a chassis cab at the dealers 
and returned with a photo as proof - lemon/ 
lime. We had to admit they stood out and 
were noticeable. 

I was really fortunate, as I now had another 
new lorry, but a third was on order to cope 
with expansion. When it came, a new driver 
was taken on and I was given the newest 
lorry. 

I had started this job at Stoneywood, 
about one mile from home, but we then 
moved to new larger premises at Inverurie, 
about twelve miles away. The good thing 
was that I was normally going against the 
traffic flow while commuting to and from 
work. 

The next change was being taken over by 
NTS (National Tube Stockholders) of Thirsk. 
When the lady boss arrived she came out 



A My first lorry at John Bell Pipeline (JBP), a Mercedes 814, N379 URS, with very long dropside body. The 
irony is, I've never really been a Merc enthusiast, but would be driving nothing but Mercs from here on in. 


to the yard to meet us, and I was fuelling up 
when she came to speak with me. I said it 
would be nice now to have motors in NTS 
pale blue instead of our very bright colour, 
but she liked our colour scheme and had no 
intention of changing it. In fact, as a driver 
I could not say I was aware of any great 
difference in the job. 

I had regular runs, as we had settled into 
routines. The hours were a civilised 8.30 


am to 5.00 pm. I covered the north of the 
city, twice a day, except Tuesday and Friday 
afternoons, when I went to Peterhead and 
Fraserburgh. One day, I got stuck at the 
gates of Peterhead power station with a 
dud starter. The repair van came out to me 
and took off the starter, but the one he had 
was the wrong type. The outcome was that 
I stayed there all afternoon until collected 
and loaded onto SS Walker's trailer by winch 
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A Brian's elderly Mercedes 1617 has gone and 
here is his Merc Atego 1217, V231 DSS, just 12 
tons gross, but with the same 170 engine as his 
old 16-tonner had. 


This meant I had a run home in a Scania 
bonneted unit, quite a different experience. 

When these Mercs were due for 
replacement, I was given a catalogue of the 
latest Atego model and asked to read it 
and advise what to order next. Discussing it 
with the other two drivers, we decided we 
would prefer a manual gearbox and not an 
automatic. I asked about alloy wheels for 
lightness and no need to paint. Otherwise 
the same spec again please. The new 
wagons arrived, with the requested items 
fitted, but they looked a lot bigger in every 
way. 

We now had 1222s instead of 1220s. Sadly, 
we no longer had rear windows in the cab, 
but the interior was nicer. The big surprise - 
they were grey, cab and dropside. We were 
told that, instead of paint, they would be 
wrapped, two in lemon/lime, as usual, and 
the other in black and red, as we sponsored 
the 'Inverurie Locos' Football Team. I had 
asked to stay on my old motor, as I only had 
a year until retirement, but was still given a 
new one. 



A A few months after Brian got his new motor, mine arrived. Y951 RRS was another Merc Atego 1217, with 
the same long, low dropside body. For some reason, The signwriters had left a blank panel on my drop- 
sides, unlike Brian's. 


In all my years on the road, I'd had no 
bother with the police, even the traffic 
commissioners had at one point said my 
records were exemplary - "Keep it up". 
While the motor was still new and plain grey, 
I was driving on the A96 towards Aberdeen, 


at the roundabout just north of Blackburn. 

I passed a BMW police car sitting at the 
roadside. After I passed, he moved away, 
the blues came on and he sat in the outside 
lane on my tail. I thought he must have had 
a shout as I passed, and was going to it, but 
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A My motor in the ioveiy setting in which we worked, down a drive of trees into this yard. One half of the 
house was the company's offices, while John Bell lived in the other half. 


he didn't pass me. It would seem he was 
interested in me. 

I drew onto the hard shoulder, further off 
the road than he had been. The first thing 
he said was: "In future if you're stopped 
get off the road." He told me to go fully 
round the next roundabout and back to a 
Ministry check in the lay-by opposite where 
I now was. The reason he stopped me? I 
was amazed: "driving a plain truck with 
no markings". He "thought it suspicious". 
After about 45 minutes with every kind of 
check from ministry and police, plus many 
questions including where I was born 
(really?) I was told to carry on. I phoned my 
depot and told them what had happened, 
and to expect the same for the other two 
motors. We now needed to move quickly on 
wrapping the cabs. 

I had always respected the police in my 
working career, not always the case between 
lorry drivers and authority, but now that 
had been tainted, and would you believe 
it, on my final day before retirement, again 
I couldn't believe what was to happen. 
Thankfully, as my vehicle was in for a service, 

I was allowed to go second man on the 
Peterhead run. We were just on the outskirts 
of Inverurie and a police car signalled us 
to pull over. The day before, our driver had 
lost his rear number plate, going up a steep 
slope at a customer's premises. When laden, 


the plate was very low on the under-bar and 
could rub the ground. 

He had gone straight to the garage to 
replace it but, as he didn't have the piece 
of paper necessary to buy one legally, he 
returned to our depot. Because my motor 
was in the garage, he had to do my run, so 
he cut a card to the appropriate size, wrote 
his registration on it in thick letters and 


numbers, and attached it to the underrun 
bar, which was the best he could do. This was 
obviously not good enough though. After 
explaining the history behind all this we were 
finally allowed to carry on, but get it sorted 
quickly (which he would anyway). After all 
these years commercial driving, this left a 
sour taste and I'm glad I'm finished. 

As with most of the companies I'd been 



A My lorry is seen in a customer's yard in Tullos Industrial Estate, waiting for a fork-lift to take off a bundle of blasted and primed angle iron. 
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with, I was treated very well at John Bell, 
with a presentation on ten years' service 
and retirement gifts. I didn't renew my LGV 
because, between medical, photos, licence 
costs and now the farce that is on the job 
training, it's not worth the cost or hassle. I've 
had the best years to be in lorries. 

When I started, vehicles were civilised 
enough to work with, having heaters and two 
mirrors, and there were so many makes of 
lorry too. Now we have driver cards, which 
show every little thing, and there are only 
about six or seven vehicle makes. I don't 
read magazines about the modern times but 
prefer the vintage ones. Living in the past? 
Well, yes, but I wouldn't like to be starting 
out now. Writing this has made me realise 
that all the firms I've driven for have either 
closed or been taken over. I hope I didn't 
jinx them, but it's only a sign of the times. 
Everything changes and there's no longer 
such a thing as a job for life. But lorries are 
more important than most people will ever 
realise, and I for one have loved working with 
them. ❖ 
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A The new Merc Atego 1222, SV07FGC is seen standing on the wash-bed. 
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The other new vehicle was the 
same; SV07FGA seen in the yard. 
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A My vehicle is seen at a Peterhead customer's premises, alongside the Gate Guardian, an English Electric Lightning fighter. 
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Then there were three. Another Merc 1222, SV57 EWF joins the fleet as 
the company expands. 


1224 714514 


1224 716079 

jbpipoline.co.uk 
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A My cab with its wrapped livery, SV15 LYG is almost hidden by winter snow. 



SV15 LYH, Bruce's motor with its cab wrapped in a 
livery sponsoring the Inverurie Locos football team. 
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SV15 LYF shows off its John Bell 



Pipeline livery in the yard. 
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National Tube Stockholders 
(NTS) now owns the John Bell 
company. Among the lovely motors 
delivering to our yard is this Volvo 
FH 500 three-axle unit in NTS blue 
livery, YK64 GW. 



NTS also uses the latest type of 
Renault T Series three-axle artic 
unit, YX14 ABV, with a sliding 
canopy tri-axle trailer. 
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< The Reckitt & Colman Volvo F6 
with its curtain-sided body in 'Mr 
Sheen' livery, which Bob drove for 
much of the 1980s. It gave him a 
nick-name and was favourite drive 
ever. 


> The Volvo was 
replaced by a 
Mercedes-Benz 
1717 curtain-sider 
in Robinsons drinks 
livery. 



A After P & O Distribution took over the Reckitt & Colman delivery contract, Bob found himself delivering Coca Cola around Aberdeen for a while, for which this 
Mercedes-Benz 1114 proved ideal. 















































A Not all BRS Parcels vehicles were vans. Aberdeen depot had Albion then Bedford TK dropsides in its fleet as well, like this one as well. 









